
 

 

 
 

Centennial Founders Day Celebration Arrangement Themes 

 

All member clubs of the Garden Club of Virginia are invited to showcase their club's artistic and floral 

designing talents during the Centennial Founders' Day celebrations at the Virginia Museum of History and 

Culture (VMHC), 428 North Arthur Ashe Boulevard, Richmond, VA 23220, May 13-14, 2020.   

 

Four themes highlight the Garden Club of Virginia's mission over the100 year history. Placed throughout the 

museum, the floral creations will both beautify and educate attendees.  The club selects the style of the 

arrangement - Designer's choice.    

 

Displayed on a 12" square and 42" height pedestal, please plan that your design will be viewed from all 

sides.  There are no height or width restrictions.  The Club name will be on the front of the pedestal.   

 

Each arrangement should have an accompanying card of explanation which should inform the viewer of the 

theme and any description that will enhance understanding of the interpretation of the theme.  While not to be 

officially judged - there will be awards for Most Creative, Most Clever and a People's Choice Award.  Voting 

will occur during the Founders Day events.   

 

When registering indicate your first and second theme choice. If you are selecting State Parks, Restoration sites 

or Design a Decade - indicate which site/decade. Every attempt to accommodate your first choice will be 

made.  Your Club’s final theme assignment will be provided well before Founders Day. Registration will begin 

October 1, 2019 online at GCVIRGINIA.ORG/CENTENNIAL 
 

There will be a workroom available at the Halsey Auditorium at the VMHC which will be open on Tuesday, 

May 12 from 11 am until 4:30 pm and on Wednesday, May 13 from 9am until noon.  There is a water source in 

the workroom. Arrangements must be in place by noon on May 13.  Arrangements must be removed by 4:30 

pm on Thursday, May 14. Any arrangements or containers left after 4:30 pm on May 14 will be discarded.  

 

Theme #1 - State Parks 

The Garden Club of Virginia (GCV)with the establishment of its first committee; the Conservation and 

Beautification Committee has been working for the protection of natural resources within the commonwealth 

for nearly a century. In 1926, the Virginia Legislature created the State Commission on Conservation and 

Development, initially, the commission's efforts with regard to parks centered around acquiring lands for 

Shenandoah National Park, the first large national park in the east. By 1929, as acquisitions for Shenandoah 

were nearing completion, things began to change. The value of land held for public recreation and preservation 

of habitat for native animals and plants garnered public attention. 

GCV works directly with the Department of Conservation and Recreation and Virginia State Parks to 

accomplish our Centennial Project. Our goal is to fund projects that our clubs and parks coordinate together and 

that fall within our mission and the state parks mission: conservation, beautification, horticulture, preservation 

and/or education.  To further this mission, GCV committed to a pledge of $500,000 over five years.  



 

 

 

 

Theme #2 - Restoration Sites 

Since the first restoration in 1929 at Kenmore in Fredericksburg, the Garden Club of Virginia has used proceeds 

from its signature event, Historic Garden Week, to restore and preserve a vital segment of Virginia’s landscape, 

with nearly 50 projects completed to date. Knowledgeable gardeners at each restored location are responsible 

for ongoing maintenance, in close contact with the Garden Club of Virginia and the GCV Landscape Architect. 

Each garden is open to the public.  In this theme the arrangement should reflect the site and its particular 

beauty!  There is no mandated style, flowers or restrictions!  

 

Theme #3 - Design a Decade 

In this theme - the arrangement should reflect the decade.  From the roaring 20's, depression, WWII, Pearl 

Harbor, Poodle skirts, rock and roll, hippies, Berlin Wall, emergence of boy bands, 911, and natural disasters - 

there is a lot to choose from!  With no mandated style, flowers or restrictions - the only limit is your 

imagination! 

 

Theme #4 - Showcase your Club! 

You - our Garden Club of Virginia clubs - are the reason we exist and the foundation of our success. Celebrate 

your Club's role in our history and showcase your Club's individuality featuring your Club's flower, tree, plant, 

history, symbol, project or mission. There is no mandated style, flowers or restrictions!   
 


