
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF)

Proposed by President Kennedy in 1963 
and established in 1965 for 25 year 
period
25 year renewal granted in 1990
1990-2015 25-year renewal
3-year renewal expires September 30, 
2018

Virginia Outdoors Plan (VOP)

Virginia’s comprehensive plan for land 
conservation, outdoor recreation and 
open-space planning. The document 
helps all levels of government and the 
private sector meet needs pertaining to 
those matters.
The VOP is a requirement for Virginia to 
participate in the LWCF program. 
Since 1965, Virginia has received more 
than $76 million in LWCF grants through 
the National Park Service. DCR is tasked 
with dispersing these grant funds 
statewide for public outdoor recreation. 
More than 400 projects across the state 
have been made possible through this 
funding. These projects range from 
improvements at existing parks to land 
acquisitions for developing new parks.

Need to Know

$$$



1920 - 1940

• VA Conservation and 
Development 
Commission is created 
in 1926 to oversee the 
management of 
Virginia’s natural 
resources

• GCV, VAS and IWL 
meet in 1929 and pass 
resolutions in support 
of State Parks.

• First 6 VA State Parks 
open in 1936.

1960 – 1980

• VA Outdoor 
Recreation Study 
Commission is created 
with GCV Honorary 
Member Fitzgerald 
Bemiss as chairman.

• Take stock, establish 
need

• The Commission 
establishes the 
Virginia Outdoors 
Plan.

2000 - 2020

• GCV initiates 5-year 
$500,000 Centennial 
Grants program for VA 
State Parks.
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VA State Parks Growth 1933 - 2016 



Belle Isle
Caledon
Fairy Stone
Holliday Lake
Hungry Mother
James River
Lake Anna
Leesylvania
Mason Neck

Middle Peninsula
Natural Bridge
Pocahontas
Shenandoah River
Sky Meadows
Smith Mountain Lake
Staunton River
Westmoreland
York River
Youth Conservation Corps

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/find-a-park

21 Clubs have partnered with 18 VA State Parks to secure funding through our 2020 Centennial Project.

The Garden Club of Alexandria
The Blue Ridge Garden Club
The Garden Club of Danville
The Garden Club of Fairfax 
Fauquier and Loudoun Garden Club
The Garden Study Club
The Garden Club of Gloucester
The Hampton Roads Garden Club
Hillside Garden Club
The Hunting Creek Garden Club
The Huntington Garden Club 
The James River Garden Club
The Lynchburg Garden Club
The Martinsville Garden Club
Mill Mountain Garden Club 
The Garden Club of the Northern Neck 
The Rappahannock Valley Garden Club 
Rivanna Garden Club 
The Roanoke Valley Garden Club
The Garden Club of Warren County 
Williamsburg Garden Club

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/find-a-park


Education

Wildlife Habitats

Native Plant and Pollinator Gardens

Landscaping Improvements

Shoreline Restoration 

Accessibility

Recycling

Youth Conservation Corps

Paved Hiking Trails

Statuary

Pontoon Boats

Staffing and Salaries

Transportation



2017 VIRGINIA STATE PARKS $129,417

1. Belle Isle - Improving landscaping around historic Belle Isle mansion The Garden Club 
of the Northern Neck

2. Fairy Stone - Pollinator waystation The Martinsville Garden Club, The Garden Study 
Club, The Garden Club of Danville

3. Leesylvania - Wildflower planting, reducing invasives and eliminating mowing
4. Mason Neck - New Visitor Center entry; hardscaping and landscaping of pollinator 

garden The Hunting Creek Garden Club, The Garden Club of Fairfax, The Garden Club of 
Alexandria

5. Middle Peninsula - Supplies for educational programming The Garden Club of 
Gloucester

6. Natural Bridge - Outfitting a classroom for educational programming in Visitor Center
7. Pocahontas - Converting a Heritage Center to a Discovery Center
8. Sky Meadows - Track Trails and Discovery area Fauquier and Loudoun Garden Club
9. Smith Mountain Lake - Supplies for educational programming in wet lab The Roanoke 

Valley Garden Club, Mill Mountain Garden Club
10. Staunton River State Park – Beautification of grounds surrounding Civilian 

Conservation Corps guest cabins. The Garden Club of Danville
11. Youth Conservation Corps - Supplies for residential summer program in 17 parks



2018 VIRGINIA STATE PARKS $114,145

1. Belle Isle – phase two of improvements to the landscape at the Belle Isle mansion and 
enhancing learning panels in Visitor’s Center The Garden Club of the Northern Neck

2. Caledon – drinking fountain The Rappahannock Valley Garden Club
3. Holliday Lake – underwater lighting Hillside Garden Club and The Lynchburg Garden Club
4. Hungry Mother – Children’s Discovery area
5. James River – native plant and pollinator garden Rivanna Garden Club
6. Lake Anna – native plant landscaping around new cabins The Rappahannock Valley 

Garden Club
7. Natural Bridge – continued improvements to Interactive Classroom The Blue Ridge 

Garden Club
8. Pocahontas – shoreline restoration The James River Garden Club
9. Shenandoah River – Pollinator Meadow with bee habitat The Garden Club of Warren 

County
10. Sky Meadows – Children’s Discovery area and trails Fauquier and Loudoun Garden Club
11. Westmoreland – creating a Discovery center in the former Visitor’s Center The Garden 

Club of the Northern Neck
12. York River – landscaping improvements in three gardens The Hampton Roads Garden 

Club, The Huntington Garden Club and The Williamsburg Garden Club
13. Youth Conservation Corps – to help with purchase of materials



Caledon State Park

Rappahannock Valley Garden Club

Outdoor Bi-level Fountain with Pet Station

Reduce the amount of plastic trash in the park.



Native Plant and Pollinator Garden

James River State Park

Improve Visitor Center landscaping with 
low maintenance native plants.

Rivanna Garden Club



Hampton Roads Garden Club
Huntington Garden Club
Williamsburg Garden Club

Three Garden Designs

York River State Park



Shenandoah River State Park

Garden Club of Warren County

Pollinator Meadow with Bee Habitat and Interpretation



Hungry Mother State Park

Children’s Discovery Area



Three Garden Designs

Pocahontas State Park

James River Garden Club

Install 4 fishing nodes/platforms. Rehabilitate 
2200 square feet of shoreline by reducing 
slope, removing invasive plants, installing 
erosion control materials, and planting native 
plant species. Rehabilitate 1400 square feet of 
riparian buffer zone by removing invasive 
plants and planting native plant species.

Shoreline Rehabilitation and Installation of Fishing Platforms



Beneath the Surface 
Underwater Lighting

Illuminates what lies in the 
depths below and sheds 
light on the active nightlife 
under the water. 

Hillside Garden Club
Lynchburg Garden Club

Holliday Lake State Park



Children’s Discovery Area

Sky Meadows  State Park

Play stations are focused on the park’s themes of agriculture, nature, and history that 
allow children to create art, move freely, and make music, build, dance, climb, dig and 
crawl.

Fauquier & Loudoun Garden Club













TRACK Trails

Sky Meadows  State Park

Nationwide network of family-friendly 
outdoor adventures called TRACK Trails. Each 
TRACK Trail features self-guided brochures 
and signs. Trails, Ridges, Activities and 

Connections for Kids.

http://www.kidsinparks.com/sky-meadows-state-park#adventures

http://www.kidsinparks.com/sky-meadows-state-park%23adventures


Sky Meadows  State Park

The trail is designed so that each time you pick up a different brochure, you experience 
something new along the trail. The easy, well-marked .7 mile loop trail is designed to 
engage children and their families, helping them begin a lifetime of trail enjoyment.
The junction posts along the trail will guide you on your adventure through the entire 
Discovery Area. After you’ve “gotten your feet wet” on the TRACK Trail you can follow 
these same junction posts and explore the other 24 miles of trails in the park.

The Children’s Discovery Area also 
includes a Kids in Park TRACK 
Trail®.  Offering ample benches along its 
length, the TRACK Trail crosses streams, 
passes through woodlands, and traverses 
meadows before returning to its starting 
point. Families can explore the trail using 
four different colorful brochures.

http://www.kidsinparks.com/sky-meadows-state-park
http://www.kidsinparks.com/
http://www.kidsinparks.com/
http://www.kidsinparks.com/sky-meadows-state-park




Pocahontas State Park (PO)
First Landing State Park (FL)
Southwest Virginia Museum (SW)
Wilderness Road State Park (WR)

Wilderness Road State Park (WR)
Mason Neck State Park (MN)
Sky Meadows State Park (SK)
Smith Mountain Lake State Park (SM)

5 State Parks can accommodate 
small groups of < 50

Plan a Meeting



Plan an Event 

Chippokes Plantation State Park (CP)
*Breaks Interstate Park (BK)
*Natural Tunnel State Park (NT)
Fairy Stone State Park (FS)
*Douthat State Park (DO)

11 State Parks can accommodate > 50
*5 State Parks offer In-House food service

Claytor Lake State Park (CL)
*Hungry Mother State Park (HM)
Bear Creek Lake State Park (BC)
Pocahontas State Park (PO)
*Twin Lakes State Park (TL)

Westmoreland State Park (WE)
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