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W hen a group of ladies organized the Martinsville Garden Club in 

1923, the Henry County Courthouse was the epicenter of life in a com­

munity of some 4,000 souls and 20,000 more in the county beyond. The 

area's claim to fame had been as "the plug tobacco capital of world;" it 

was becoming a hub of manufacturing furniture and, later textiles, that 

would be sold around the country and the world. 

A decade after the club's founding, members began planting to beautify 

the courthouse grounds. 

During the second decade of this century, the Garden Club of Virginia 

graciously agreed to devote proceeds from Historic Garden Week to 

revival of the grounds around the courthouse. No longer the site of court 

sessions, the red-brick building had become the Historic Henry County 

Courthouse, home to the Martinsville-Henry County Historical Society, 

still symbolic of the community. The GCV's aim, to reshape the court­

house grounds into a civic green space, complements ongoing revitaliza­

tion efforts. 

Martinsville Garden Club members welc mes the GCV Board of 

Governors to town for the board's 96th meeting, Oct. 13 - 15, 2015. 

GCV leaders will witness the presentation of the courthouse project. 

Martinsville Garden Club members will count the opportunity to host 

the meeting among its proud moments. One of the club's first proud 

moments occurred in 1924 at its acceptance as a GCV member, the 12th. 

Another came in 2013 when the club received the Annabel Josephs award, 

an honor shared with the Dolley Madison Garden Club. 

Most Martinsville Garden Club activities reflect its purpose: to 

promote interest in and knowledge of gardening, as well as to stimulate 

interest in civic planning and to aid in the protection of native trees, 

shrubs, wild flowers and birds. 

Club members hope to enable the Board of Governors to have 

productive gatherings and to enjoy the place we call home. Enjoy your 

visit with us, and please come back soon. 

Modified Jrotn a September 2015 GCVJournal article 
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11:30 a.m. 

1-4 p.m.

1-4 p.m.

5:30 p.m. 

9p.m. 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

restore recreate 

SCHEDULE 

Tuesday, October 13 

GCV Board of Directors Lunch 

Board Business Meeting 
Both at home of Susan and Will Pannill 

Registration, Baymont Inn and Suites 

Bus departs from hotels for 
Cocktails, Dutch Treat Dinner 
Hamlet Vineyards 

Buses return to hotels 

Wednesday, October 14 
Hamlet Vineyards 

6-9 a.m. Complimentary breakfast 
Baymont Inn and Suites, Hampton Inn 

a to noon Horticulture drop-off, New College Institute 

8:45 a.m. Buses depart from New College Institute for 
Optional tour, Fairy Stone State Park 

8:45 a.m. Optional tour departs from New College Institute, 
Uptown/ Historic Henry County Courthouse

8 to noon Registration, New College Institute 
...------, 

Noon Lunch, New College Institute 

1-2:30 p.m. BOG Business Meeting

2:30-2:45 Break 

2:45-4 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

9p.m. 

NCl 

Roundtable discussions (Choose two of three) 

Topics: Finding and Retaining Members; 
Partnering with State Parks; and Technology 

Bus departs from hotels for 
Cocktails, Home of Karen and David Jones, then 
Awards Banquet, Chatmoss Country Club 

Buses return to hotels 
4 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

restore recreate 

SCHEDULE 

Thursday, October 15 

6-9 a.m. Complimentary breakfast 
Baymont Inn and Suites, Hampton Inn 

9 a.m. BOG Meeting, New College Institute 
Speaker: Craig Seaver 
Director, Virginia State Parks 

11 :30 a.m. Box Lunch, courtesy of The Garden Study Club 

11 :30 a.m. GCV Presentation 
Historic Henry County Courthouse 

Horticulture 

Photo: 

Rick 

Dawson 

These beautiful, sometimes unusual-looking and virtually 
indestructible plants have been chosen as the featured 
horticultural exhibit for the Garden Club of Virginia's 96th 
annual Board of Governors meeting. 

Drop off your succulents on Wednesday,
October Ill, between 8 a.m. and noon, at 
the New College Institute. 
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

restore recreate 

Photo: Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 

Seaver' s style 
"My philosophy is to be a 

servant leader, utilize the 

collective intelligence of your 

team, listen, strive to go 

beyond guest expectations, 

work to establish positive 

relationships with co-workers, 

partners, friends, and com­

munity leaders, have a sense 

of humor, be passionate 

about something, be equita­

ble, demonstrate integrity, 

take seriously the charge 

given to us as stewards of 

these special places called 

state parks, and create an 

environment that encourages 

unplanned collaboration." 

Meet Keynote Speaker 

Craig Seaver, Director 

Virginia State Parks 

In a way, it all started at Fairy Stone State 

Park. 
The year was 1985 when a young Craig 

Seaver of Ohio, not long out of colleo-e 
b '

arrived for an interview with the Virginia 
State Parks for his first full-time position as 

a park ranger. lt was a natural segue for 

someone who had been in the Youth 

Conservation Corps, and who had interned 

and worked in state parks during summers 

while in high school and in college. His 

collegiate studies concentrated on biology 

and natural resource management. 

Seaver and Karen, his bride of one 

month, camped out in Fairy Stone the 

night before his intervie"\v. The next day's 

meeting led to an offer for a job as a park 

ranger at Smith Mountain Lake State Park. 

Seaver rose through the ranks during the 

following 29 years. He became a chief 

ranger, then an assistant Superintendent, as 

it was then called, and a park manager at 

several parks. He spent more than 20 years 

as the manager of Natural Tunnel State 
Park before being elevated to Field Opera­

tions Manager for the state park system. 

When the top spot opened up, he was 

named the system's interim director and, 

ultimately, its seventh director in the 

department's 79-year history. 
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

GCV launches Partnership for Parks 

by Jeannette Cadwallender, GCV President 

The Rappahannock Valley Garden Club 

and 
Anne Geddy Cross, Centennial Committee Chairman 

The Ashland Garden Club 

At its January 2015 meeting, the Board of Directors voted to make a 

gift of $500,000 to the Partnership for Parks. This will be made as five 

gifts of $100,000 over the next five years from the net proceeds of 

Historic Garden Week. It is our Centennial project and will be complet­

ed by 2020. It is our hope that others will come forward and join our 

effort that honors the legacy of our founders. 

The Garden Club of Virginia (along with the Izaak Walton League 

and the Virginia Academy of Science) was instrumental in the establish­

ment of Virginia State Parks in 1929. This project harkens back to our 

history and informs our future. The first HGW tour included Natural 

Bridge, slated to become a state park in 2016. 

Our new partnership is with State Parks and the Virginia Association 

for Parks, a 501 (c)(3). The VAFP advocates for both state and national 

parks, and will be the repository for all gifts. The working goal is to raise 

$5 million to put interactive exhibits in 13 parks within the Virginia 

State Park system. The gift from the GCV is the lead gift, and will 

infuse and energize the fundraising efforts of the partnership. Because 

HGW has been so successful in the last few years, we are able to 

provide this gift without diminishing our significant restoration efforts. 

Our mission statement is: Jo restore historic gardens and landscapes; conserve 

Vi1;gi11ia} natmvl resources; inspire a love o
f 

gardenint, and provide edttcaiion for 

our members and the t,eneral p11hlic. The Partnership for Parks enables us to 

fulfill that mission in a way that benefits the entire Commonwealth of 

Virginia. More than 120,000 acres are preserved in our parks and more 

than 8.8 million people visit each year. The state of the art educational 

exhibits for the 13 parks will ensure that today's young people are 

attracted to and learn about the great outdoors and nature. 

As we approach our centennial, our founders would be pleased that 

the GCV is finding new and innovative ways to carry out the mission 

they envisioned. 
Modified Jro?II a11 mtic/e lhC1t appeared in the March 2015 edition o

f

the CCV Journal 

7 



BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

restore recreate 

Photo: Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 

Seaver' s style 
"My philosophy is to be a 

servant leader, utilize the 

collective intelligence of your 

team, listen, strive to go 

beyond guest expectations, 

work to establish positive 

relationships with co-workers, 

partners, friends, and com­

munity leaders, have a sense 

of humor, be passionate 

about something, be equita­

ble, demonstrate integrity, 

take seriously the charge 

given to us as stewards of 

these special places called 

state parks, and create an 

environment that encourages 

unplanned collaboration." 

Meet Keynote Speaker 

Craig Seaver, Director 

Virginia State Parks 

In a way, it all started at Fairy Stone State 

Park. 
The year was 1985 when a young Craig 

Seaver of Ohio, not long out of colleo-e 
b '

arrived for an interview with the Virginia 
State Parks for his first full-time position as 

a park ranger. lt was a natural segue for 

someone who had been in the Youth 

Conservation Corps, and who had interned 

and worked in state parks during summers 

while in high school and in college. His 

collegiate studies concentrated on biology 

and natural resource management. 

Seaver and Karen, his bride of one 

month, camped out in Fairy Stone the 

night before his intervie"\v. The next day's 

meeting led to an offer for a job as a park 

ranger at Smith Mountain Lake State Park. 

Seaver rose through the ranks during the 

following 29 years. He became a chief 

ranger, then an assistant Superintendent, as 

it was then called, and a park manager at 

several parks. He spent more than 20 years 

as the manager of Natural Tunnel State 
Park before being elevated to Field Opera­

tions Manager for the state park system. 

When the top spot opened up, he was 

named the system's interim director and, 

ultimately, its seventh director in the 

department's 79-year history. 

6 

S_ou_rc_es: vaparks.nct:;
\'trgt111aoutdoors.com 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

GCV launches Partnership for Parks 

by Jeannette Cadwallender, GCV President 

The Rappahannock Valley Garden Club 

and 
Anne Geddy Cross, Centennial Committee Chairman 

The Ashland Garden Club 

At its January 2015 meeting, the Board of Directors voted to make a 

gift of $500,000 to the Partnership for Parks. This will be made as five 

gifts of $100,000 over the next five years from the net proceeds of 

Historic Garden Week. It is our Centennial project and will be complet­

ed by 2020. It is our hope that others will come forward and join our 

effort that honors the legacy of our founders. 

The Garden Club of Virginia (along with the Izaak Walton League 

and the Virginia Academy of Science) was instrumental in the establish­

ment of Virginia State Parks in 1929. This project harkens back to our 

history and informs our future. The first HGW tour included Natural 

Bridge, slated to become a state park in 2016. 

Our new partnership is with State Parks and the Virginia Association 

for Parks, a 501 (c)(3). The VAFP advocates for both state and national 

parks, and will be the repository for all gifts. The working goal is to raise 

$5 million to put interactive exhibits in 13 parks within the Virginia 

State Park system. The gift from the GCV is the lead gift, and will 

infuse and energize the fundraising efforts of the partnership. Because 

HGW has been so successful in the last few years, we are able to 

provide this gift without diminishing our significant restoration efforts. 

Our mission statement is: Jo restore historic gardens and landscapes; conserve 

Vi1;gi11ia} natmvl resources; inspire a love o
f 

gardenint, and provide edttcaiion for 

our members and the t,eneral p11hlic. The Partnership for Parks enables us to 

fulfill that mission in a way that benefits the entire Commonwealth of 

Virginia. More than 120,000 acres are preserved in our parks and more 

than 8.8 million people visit each year. The state of the art educational 

exhibits for the 13 parks will ensure that today's young people are 

attracted to and learn about the great outdoors and nature. 

As we approach our centennial, our founders would be pleased that 

the GCV is finding new and innovative ways to carry out the mission 

they envisioned. 
Modified Jro?II a11 mtic/e lhC1t appeared in the March 2015 edition o

f

the CCV Journal 

7 



\\tA 
GARDEN CLUB 

OF VIRGINIA 

Officers 
Jeanette Cadwallender .............................................. President 

Nina Mustard ................................................ First Vice President 

Anne Cross ............................................ Second Vice President 

Betsy Worthington ......................................................... Treasurer 

Denise Revercomb ................................... Recording Secretary 

Linda_ Consolvo ................................. Corresponding Secretary 

Directors At Large 

Susan Robertson, District 1 ......................................... 2014-20 l 6 

Emily Reed, District 2 ................................................... 2015-2017 

Tricia McDaniel, District 3 ........................................... 2014-2016 

Mary Jae Meadows, District 4 ................................... 2014-2016 

Kate Williams, District 5 ............................................... 2015-2017 

Pam Combs, District 6 ................................................. 2015-2017 

Former Presidents Attending 

Ann Gordon Evans ...................................................... 2012-2014 

Kimbrough Nash .......................................................... 2010-2012 

Cabell West .................................................................. 2008-2010 

Sally Guy Brown ........................................................... 2006-2008 

Deedy Bumgardner ..................................................... 2004-2006 

Mary Hart Darden ........................................................ 2002-2004 

Mina Wood ................................................................... 2000-2002 

Helen Murphy .............................................................. 1992-l 994 

Katty Mears .................................................................. 1984-1986 

GCV Staff 
Lynn McCashin / Executive Director 

Will Rieley / Landscape Architect 
Karen Ellsworth / Historic Garden Week 

Ann Heller / Communications 
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Chairs of Standing Committees / Board of Directors 

Missy Buckingham ............................................ Parliamentarian 

Tuckie Westfall.. ........................ Conservation & Beautification 

Betsy Worthington .......................................................... Finance 

Jean Gilpin ............................................................ Development 

Laura Lea Shuba .................................................... Flower Shows 

Beth DeBergh ............................................................ Horticulture 

Kimbrough Nash ....................................................... Restoration 

Chairs of Standing Committees 
Kris Carbone ........................................................... Membership 

Betsy Casteen ......... Annual & Board of Governors' Meetings 

Katherine Knopf ............................................................... Awards 

Anne Cross ................................................................ Centennial 

Mary Bruce Glaize ..................................... Partnership for Parks 

Janet Hickman .............................................................. .Daffodil 

Janet Rosser .......................... Historian / Custodian of Records 

Anne Beals ................................................ Journal / Advertising 

Karla MacKimmie .......................................... Journal / Editorial 

Kay Tyler ................................................... Kent Valentine House 

Caroline Darracott .................................................................. Lily 
Dianne Spence ....................................................... Nominations 

Esther Carpi ........................................................... Photographer 

Sherry Leffel ........................................................................... Rose 

Nina Mustard ................................................. Strategic Planning 

Catriona Erler. .................................................................... .Travel 

Mary Ann Johnson ............................... Restoration, Fellowships 

2016 Board of Governors / Princess Anne Garden Club 

Susan Wight and Nancy Baillio / Co-Chairs 

Tricia Proctor/ First Vice President, Incoming President 
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Carol Carter ........................................ Albemarle Garden Club Pam Barber ................................. The Huntington Garden Club 
Lisa Mountcastle .................... The Garden Club of Alexandria Mary Frediani (1st VP) .............. The James River Garden Club 

Buffy Bickford ................................... The Ashland Garden Club June Hambrick ..................................... Leesburg Garden Club 

Dana Flanders ................................. The Augusta Garden Club Chris Scully .................... The Little Garden Club of Winchester 

Barbara Luton .............................. The Blue Ridge Garden Club Elizabeth Hutter ........................... The Lynchburg Garden Club 

Robin Johnson ............................... The Boxwood Garden Club Becky Farrar ................................ The Martinsville Garden Club 

Jane Stringer ................................. The Brunswick Garden Club Anne Bland ............ The Garden Club of the Middle Peninsula 
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Lucille Morton (Delegate) ......... Dolley Madison Garden Club 
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Lee Snyder ........................................ Harborfront Garden Club Ellen Soyars .................................. The Warrenton Garden Club 
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Betty Camp .......................................... Chatham Garden Club Brenda Quayle ............... The Nansemond River Garden Club 

Brenda Sebra ............................... The Garden Club of Danville Gilly Cady ..................................... The Garden Club of Norfolk 

Lucille Morton (Delegate) ......... Dolley Madison Garden Club 

Wendy Walker (1st VP) .. The Garden Club of the Eastern Shore 

Ellen Upton ............................ The Elizabeth River Garden Club 

Linda Tiani ...................................... The Garden Club of Fairfax 

Harriett Condon ............ Fauquier and Loudoun Garden Club 

Peg Lockwood .................................. The Franklin Garden Club 

Johanna Carrington ... The Garden Club of the Northern Neck 

Kay Wray ..................................... The Petersburg Garden Club 

Nancy Dickerson ................... The Princess Anne Garden Club 

Tricia Garner ............. The Rappahannock Valley Garden Club 

Phyllis Ripper ........................................... Rivanna Garden Club 

Eileen Dickey ............................. Roanoke Valley Garden Club 

Wendy Lam ................................. The Spotswood Garden Club 
Betty Leggett ......................................... Gabriella Garden Club Bootsie Rogers ................................. Three Chopt Garden Club 
Stuart Webster (1st VP) ........................ The Garden Study Club Preston Gomer .. The Tuckahoe Garden Club of Westhampton 

Shannah Cooper (1st VP) ..... The Garden Club of Gloucester Lynda Strickler ...................... The V irginia Beach Garden Club 

'· Marsha Amory ................... The Hampton Roads Garden Club Dennett Lightcap ............ The Garden Club of Warren County 

Lee Snyder ........................................ Harborfront Garden Club Ellen Soyars .................................. The Warrenton Garden Club 

Meg Laughon ............................................ Hillside Garden Club Nina Mustard ............................ The Williamsburg Garden Club 

Kim Davis ............................... The Hunting Creek Garden Club Lockett Van Voorhis ............. Winchester-Clarke Garden Club 
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Diane Bassett 
Lynne Beeler 

Page Beeler 
Suzanne Burton 

Helen Carter 

Judith Carter 
Coates Clark 
Natalie Coleman 

Jackie Compton 

Carolyn Creasy 

Julie DeShazo 
Mary Kate Dillon 
Cindy Edgerton 

Becky Farrar 
Cindy Frith 
Paige Frith 
Judy Garland 
Anna Gehrken 
Angeline Godwin 
Jo Grayson 
Bonnie Greenwalt 
Carin Gregory 
Debbie Heath 
Tracy Hinchcliff 
Janet Hudgins 
Laura Hundley 
Karen Jones 
Anne Kiser 

Lynn Korff 
Leslie Hervey 
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Samantha Mahoney 
Sandy Martin 

Sue Martin 

Monica Monday 

Nancy Moore 

Susan Morris 
Susan Morten 
Michelle Norris 

Susan Pannill 

Tammy Pearson 

Mandy Pearson 
Shar Peitz 

Melinda Penn 

Linda Rachner 
Debbie Rippe 
Peggy Rogers 
Sue Rosser 
Beth Sibbick 
Frankie Smith 
Kim Snyder 
Nancy Spilman 
Carol Stermer 
Debbie Stokes 
Jessica Sturm 
Jane Thomasson 
Debbie Toms 
Denise Unterbrink 
Judy Ware 

Lucy Wilson 

Associate members 
Ann Austin 
Lou Harris 

Kit Pannill 
Pat Wilson 

Honorary members 

Ruth Bassett 
Ruth Chaney 
Betsy Jones 

Frances Leavitt 
Margie Toms 

Charlene White 

Board of Governors Committee 
Nancy Moore and Sue Rosser/ Co-Chairs 

Page Beeler and Beth Sibbick / Registrars 
Beth Sibbick / Secretary-Treasurer 

Susan Morten / Public Relations 
Sandy Martin / Horticulture 

Susan Morris and Shar Peitz / Tablescapes 
Jackie Compton / Flowers 
Paige Frith / Social Events 

Kim Snyder / Transportation 
Nancy Spilman / Photography 

Lynne Beeler / Hospitality 
Becky Farrar/ Sponsors 

Lucy Wilson / Introduction 

And all members of The Martinsville Garden Club
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

restore recreate 

OUT AND ABOUT 

Meeting places 

Historic Henry County Courthouse 
l East Main Street, Martinsville, Virginia

New College Institute 
191 Fayette Street, Martinsville, Virginia 

Lodging 
Baymont Inn & Suites 

378 Commonwealth Blvd., Martinsville, Virginia 

Hampton Inn 
50 Hampton Drive, Martinsville, Virginia 

Dining 

Hamlet Vineyards 

405 Riverside Drive, Bassett, Virginia 

Chatmoss Country Club 
550 Mount Olivet Road, Martinsville, Virginia 

Homes 
Susan and Will Pannill 

935 Mulberry Road, Martinsville, Virginia 

Karen and David Jones 
975 Stonewall Jackson Trail, Martinsville, Virginia 

Fairy Stone State Park 

Photo: Virginia Department of Conservation 
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

restore recreate 

OUT AND ABOUT 

Diversions 

Photos: rgbstock 

Janice Cain Stationery & Gifts 

l 085 Spruce St., Martinsville

Daily Grind 
303 East Church St., Martinsville 

Third Bay Cafe 
1163 Spruce St., Martinsville 

Najjar's Pizza Haven 

2425 Virginia Ave., Collinsville 

Rising Sun Breads 

l 049 Brookdale St., Martinsville

Mi Ranchito 
1212 Memorial Blvd., Martinsville 

Frith's Dixie Pig BBQ 

817 Memorial Blvd., Martinsville 

Checkered Pig BBQ 

l O 14 Liberty St., Martinsville

Piedmont Arts 
215 Starling Ave., Martinsville 

Oakwood Cemetery 
107 Cemetery St., Martinsville 

Virginia Museum of Natural History 
21 Starling Ave., Martinsville 

Fayette Area Historical Museum 
211 Fayette St., Martinsville 

Bassett Historical Center 

3964 Fairystone State Pkwy., Bassett 

Dick& Willie Rail Trail 

1284 Virginia Ave., Martinsville 

Smith River Sports Complex 

l 000 lrisburg Road, Martinsville

Martinsville Speedway 

340 Speedway Rd., Ridgeway 
15 
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

restore recreate 

ABOVE AND BEYOND 

Friends 

Page and Ben Beeler Larry and Becky Farrar 
Deshazo Oil Co., Inc. 

Dillon Insurance Agency, Inc. 
The Groves Trust 

Martinsville Smiles, PLLC 
Norris Funeral Services, Inc. 

Gifts in Kind 
Fairy Stone State Park 

Janice Cain Stationery 
King's Grant 

Rippe's 
The Welcome Center 

Special Thanks 

Chatmoss Web Systems/ John and Jay Franck 

Dr. David C. Jones/ Dr. Nicole DeShon Orthodontics 
The Garden Study Club 

Hamlet Vineyards 
New College Institute 
Susan and Will Pannill 
Service Printing Inc. 

In Appreciation 
Brent & Becky's Bulbs 

Flower Magazine 
Nancy's Candy 

The Board of Governors Committee of The Martinsville Garden 
Club extends heartfelt thanks to every member of the club 

for her gifts, talent and energy given to ensure a gracious and

warm welcome for all attendeesof this 
96th Board of Governors of the Garden Club of Virginia. 
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

estore recreate 

ABOVE AND BEYOND 

• 

Silver Sponsors 

Bassetf 
bassettfurniture.com 

Carter Bank & Trust 
1/4/l(e of Lt'foti/l(e FM,(, Ckei1,,.1 

FRITH 
CONSTRUCTION 
MARTINSVILLE, VA 
www.trithconstruction.com 

SUNNYSIDE KING'S GRANT SUMMIT SQUARE 

www.sunnysidecommunities.com 

l 

l 
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GARDENCWB 
OF VIRGINIA 

2015 Board of Governors 

The Marttnsville Garden Club 

GARDEN CLUB OF VIRGINIA 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

96TH MEETING 

OCTOBER 1 3 - 1 5, 201 5 
MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA 
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