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Virginia’s
Oldest
Garden

BACON'S CASTLE




:h‘. bf hat we found is the largest, earliest,

best-preserved, most sophisticated
garden that has come to light in North
America ... [tis aspectacular find, and
truly may be a once-in-a-lifetime find.”
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The archaeciogical discovery of the circa 1 480 garden at Bacon's Castle i an ex-
citireg fird in thi garden hetory workd, Fev, il amy |7t century gardens a6 conm-
plere a5 Bacon's Camtle have been found in the Unived States, making it unigue:
I fact, there is now doousmentation for the | Fth-ocenbury garden, parts of the | 8th
century garden above it, and also a pln ofthe | $thceruny garden that peompited
theirrvestigation initialby. These data, which thow the transition of the garden dur-
ireg th enkire exndence of Bacon's Caithe, are extrimely valuabie

Thie plan of the: 1 7ch century garden s typical of ganders made from ancent
times incothe 18ch cenbury and even Later. It is a grid plan, where an angular and
symimetrical walk sytiem comprie the pattenm, anc] the imlervenrsg Space Detween
e vwalks Jre |.4.]|'.'.|?'ij'.|.'l:g.:||-:.'E1'|.|r'| hé ke
of the Bacon's Casthe Carden, the Central
korh-South walk i the widest, The bage
of thewalk wars found through archaeckogy:
itswicth veas | 2 boet. Crosswalks wene nar-
ioweesr, Oitly 3 e v, i thve oliter vialk
that went all around the langer garden pliots
was 10 feer wide, [See HCOMPANNg
rendening). All the walks were paved with
vihite sand and curved o shed waber,

Withan this grd patterm macde by the
walks wene six Lange plancing beds, all 74 feet

Haﬁngth:faimthuﬂdings
of the house facingthe garden
in this manner ... the rooms
shallhave...boththesightand

scent of whatsoever is ex-

garden. Starting beds wene olften associated with brick walls; the wall amed 352
solar colbecion and a wind barrier, making the growing area on the South side of
thie wall an ideal place to start plants earky. Outsice the cuber walk of the garden
wias 3 Seloot-wiche border bd. There is no archaecopical eadenon of what was
groswmy i cheesie bk, Typdcally such beds were devoed 1o small fnuits, fowers, herbs,
and some tnees, probably fnat rather thanomamental, These bomder bk wen brok:
enonlyioaccomodatethe estension of walks sothat pecpbe could enterthe garden.

A purding feature ahout this garden is that, aside from thewall across the Marth
end, no 17 th century enoe lmes wend found ardond the rst of the gaeden. Thisre
wits evidence of fencing during Laer periods, however.

Associated with the Bacon™ Castle
Cardken weere several structures. The Langes
was a 2-foot by 32 -foot brick building af
the East terminds of the Momherrms
Croavwalk. Chee rendering). There is strong
evidence that this unit was built af thesame
Liree i e gearchen, The bushcding b a b
ment with an orange day floor and white-
washed walk, 1hise 5 md-eadenos [ [he
butkding ever had a chamney, suggesting that
it may not have been whed a4 3 place of
habsraticon, The rmarny fragments of bedl jars

widhz. Thit four northernmict b were 38 H or choches, ontheother hand, suggest that
e e ot cellent, and worthy to glll‘li:E heeclthebuidrg mahaetor o
The Large dimerdions of thise beds, . | by associated with the garden.

nwme?rwrm n:mr'rg:“;'ms. content out ffﬂm “:’ Wh.lc L Adorg the Wiest side of thie garden wene

the becs and all the way io the edge of the
el sugest that thy wenedevobed tothe

oneofthegreatestpleasuresa

three COMmpartmenis, each wenang as ber-
mini tothe three crosswals. Theywereap-

production of utiliarian vegetables, and garden can yield its Master.” pecoimately 12 feet squane, and were sur
possibly small fruits, rather than 1o or- rosriched by brickowall with a narmow opern-
namiental plants, There was no-evidence of John Parkinson ingon thewalk side. The footing for another

large fruitirees having beenplanted within
thee phols 25 was sometimes the Case-in these
arly gardens,

Morthof chese sk largeceniral beds wene
v Samialler ones, each meuring 0 et Iy a6 ot IﬁHTﬁﬂdﬁ"il‘iﬂ TI'lEﬁi}‘;'!
ol Ehese beds frontirg the central walk were nof square but serpenting, thus fonm-
ing a bell-shaped end to the long central aods walk, Since thene i no dridence of
agate at the end of the walk, this bel-shaped ending muny have served a5 3 grong
erminus 1o the walk, especally since there appears to have been a hodewithin the
wealk. [See rendering). The rows in thite bwo end beds ran Morth and South, or
perpencicular oo those in the langer beds. The facn that these rows woukd have been
only 210 feet long suggests that the gardens wene either starting boeds or wene uked
fior the production of smallscale cropd.

The idea that these beds may have been for staning plants, of anursery, is ap-
péaling becanre there was evidence of a brick wall across the Morth end of the-entime

Paradisi In Sole Paradisus Terreseris, 1629

wallwars found 2 feet & i bt froemg e rear
wall. It has not been Setermnined exacthy
what these compartments were

Drurirg the mciieval period, manmy similar
gardens b enchobed ot aneas, oredwedras, incomparable kncations akong fence
linezs and at the ends of walks, dthough it cannol be i with certainty that this
i what the Bacon's Castle compartments wene.

Im the process of imestigating the ganden archaeologically, several 1 8th and 1'%th
century beatuses wene o found, Well bricks were located at the terminus of the
Sovitherremost croewalkon the East side. Privy pits, rernaingalasgrbor, and this
extand cemetery, al | Fih cenbury ﬁxu?sincﬁcaledun[ndﬂm
Carden, wene a0 discowred,

IR . FAWTRETTI, LANDSCAFE ARCHITECT FOR THE GARDEH CILIE OF VBGEaA
paY, 17T
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