
Massie MedalAwarded to
Betty Gwaltney Schutte
BySarahBass, GCVMassieMedal Chairman

TheRappahannock Valley Garden Club

Schutte was awarded the MassieMedal for DistinguishedAchievement. Bydef‑
inition in ou r bylaws, " the recipient, in the judgment of the Committee, mus t

have done outstandingwork in gardening, servedThe Garden Club of Virginia with
unusual distinction, improved the quality of life or have been effective in the protec‑
tion, restoration or preservation of the natural beauties of our Commonwealth."
Betty has done this andmuchmore. She has been avalued member of the

Winchester-Clarke GardenClub for many years havingserved asboth second and first
vice president before leading her club aspresident from 1981-83.
Her involvement with The GCV began in 1988when she was elected

Parliamentarian. She became CorrespondingSecretary, SecondVice President, First
Vice President, and then President from 1996-98. After her presidency, she continued
her service for The GardenClub of Virginia by serving on numerous committees,
including the Restoration, Investment, Long-Range Planningand Nominations
Committees.
In 1999she was instrumental, alongwith other preservationists and members of the

General Assembly, in insuring the passage of House Bill 1206which created the
Capitol Square PreservationCouncil. The Council was charged with developing plans
for the preservation, maintenance and enhancement of the historical and architectural
integrity of the grounds of the State Capitol. Bettywas appointed byThe Garden
Club of Virginia's Board of Directors to bethe very first GCV representative to the
Council and was then elected chairman of the group by their other distinguished
members. Under her leadership the by-laws were adopted, the executive director was
hired, and anationally ranked landscape architect was selected.
As Betty received astanding ovation from the delegates at the Annual Meeting,she

was surprised by eleven family members there to honor her on that wonderful day.

A t theAnnual Meeting in Newport News on May 11, 2005, Betty Gwaltney

L-R: GCVMassieMedalChairman, Sarah Bass; FormerGCV
President, BettySchutte; andGCV President, DeedyBumgardner.

DoffodlNotes
ByLucy Rhamevon Raab

TheHuntingCreek Garden Club

It may be only September but the grey months of winter will soon be upon us.
Wouldn't it benice to have a lovely p o t of cheery daffodils in bloom on your
kitchen table asthe snow falls outside? Forcingdaffodils to bloom earlier than
expected is n o t difficult and can give pleasure fromThanksgiving through Easter.
The first step is to select suitable cultivars. Those varieties that tend to bloom

earlier in the season prove to beeasier candidates for forcing. Let your supplier
know that the bulbs you are purchasingare for forcing to ensure you get the right
bulbs for the best success.

Next, the best potting soil medium is a fairly course growing mix. Commercial
growers often use amix of peat moss, finely ground pine bark, perlite andgranite
sand. A coursemix allows good support for the roo t structure of the bulbs and
good drainage,which is essential when growing daffodils. The bulbs may beplaced
close together but should n o t touch each other or the sides of the pot. When fin‑
ished the tops of the bulbs should
break through the surface, and
there should beabout % inch
between the top of the compost
and the r im of the pot. Do n o t

fertilize, but thoroughly water

after planting.
Most daffodils require amini‑

m um of fourteen to sixteen weeks
of cold; belowsixty degrees for
the first six to eight weeks and
between thirty-five to forty-five
degrees for anadditional six to
eight weeks. The cold period is
necessary to force the bulbs into
the bulb formation stage. It is
easiest to dig the pots into a
trench below the frost line and
cover with mulch. They should
beplaced deep enough to allow
about four inches of soil above the
pot rims. For asingle pot , cover
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with four inches of peat in the gar- Joyce Rice
den. Roanoke Valley Garden Club
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Sweet Briar HouseArrival Court Presentation
ByMinaW.Wood, GCVRestoration Chairman

The LynchburgGarden Club

communities, members of The Garden Club of Virginia and its entire
Restoration Committee gathered on the grounds of Sweet Briar House asThe

Garden Club of Virginia formally presented the front arrival c o u r t to Sweet Briar
College.
Sweet Briar Housewas the home of Indianaand ElijahFletcher, the founders of

Sweet Briar College, and is one of the best examples of Tuscan architecture in the state
of Virginia. All eight of Sweet Briar's presidents have made Sweet Briar House their
home. The one-hundred and fifty year oldAmerican boxwoods and the arboretum
make it avery special garden.
Elijah Fletcher, anewspaper publisher and prominent Lynchburgbusinessman,

bought the plantationand original eighteenth century farmhouse in 1830. In the
1850's he added the Tuscan-style towe r wings to the house. The giant American box‑
woods dominate the Sweet Briar House grounds and are asimpressive asthey are his‑
torically important. They have been referred to asthe "crown jewel" of the campus,
but they had become overgrown.
In 2001 Sweet Briar asked the Restoration Committee for a conceptual planof the

entire grounds. The purposewas to open up views of the mountains obscured by
overgrown boxwoods behind the house, to re-establish the arboretumwith interesting
native and exotic trees, and to create outdoor spaces suitable for modern-day uses.
The college then asked The GCV to implement the first stage of the planwith the

new front arrival c o u r t and the re-establishment of the arboretum. The bricked circle
is bisected by a road and flanked by necessary parkingareas, which the college
installed. The brick walls, walks and steps, which comprise a fairly complex masonry
project, move up through an outer tier of hugeAmerican boxwoods and across the
lawn approaching the house. It winds around the inside perimeter of asecond tier of
smaller boxwood that forma circle, known to generations ofstudents asthe site of
Sweet Briar's annual MayDay tradition.

Since 1970 Sweet Briar House has been included in the Virginia Historic
Landmarks Register and is also on the National Register of Historic Places.The
Garden Club of Virginia has created astunningview of this prominent house.

O nThursday, April 28, 2005, representatives of the Sweet Briar and Lynchburg

h a e i a
L-R: GCV President,Deedy Bumgardner; Sweet Briar President,

Dr. ElizabethMuhlenfeld; GCVRestorationChairman, MinaWood; and GCV
LandscapeArchitect,Will Rieley.

The 2005 deLacy Gray
MemorialMedal for Conservation
ByJocelyn Palmer Connors, GCVConservation Committee Chairman

TheLynchburgGarden Club

Madison GardenClub of Orange, was first awarded in 1965. It is presented
annually to aclub, or to an individualmember ofThe Garden Club of

Virginia, who, in the judgment of the Conservation Committee, has rendered ou t ‑
standing service in the dissemination of knowledgeof the natural resources of The
Commonwealth of Virginia, and the conservation andwise development of such natu ‑
ral resources. The 2005 deLacy Gray Medal was awarded to MarthaWingfieldof The
Ashland Garden Club. She n o t only participated in these actions; she helped lead

| them. She has assumed leadership roles in her own community, and also in the entire
Commonwealth.
Martha's wonderfully efficient leadership skills, vision, dedication and expertise in

organization and planninghave ledher to important positions both in The Garden
Club of Virginia aswell asin the public sector. She has served asconservation chair‑
man of The Ashland Garden Club, vice president, Historic GardenWeek chairman
and she is currently serving aspresident-elect. Martha isaformer member of The
GCV Conservation Committee. In her community she and her husband were leaders
of a successful group formed to preserve open space and farmland and to prevent devel‑
opment in her county, which would have infringed uponhistorically significant areas.
First elected to the board of the Virginia Conservation Network (VCN) in 1999, she

served as its treasurer from 2001-03. In October of 2003 she was elected president of
the VCN Board. The VCN is the umbrella organization for all of Virginia's environ‑

| mental organizations. At the VCN's 35th Anniversary and Recognition Dinner in
April she awarded our own BunnyMurray and Bessie Carter the Mighty OakAward
for their contributions to the protection and enhancement of Virginia's environment.
MarthaWingfield is one of the mos t respected environmentalists in The

Commonwealth of Virginia.

T he conservation medal, a memorial to Mrs. Leslie H. Gray, given by the Dolley

L-R: GCV President,DeedyBumgardner;MarthaWingfield; and
GCY Conservation Chairman,Jocelyn Connors.
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