
t the Eighty-fourth Annual
Meeting of The Garden Club
of Virginia in Harrisonburg

this past May, Dorothy Harris
Montgomery (Mrs. James B.) was
awarded the Massie Medal for
Distinguished
Achievement for
her leadership,
service, advocacy
and devotion to
The Garden Club
of Virginia.
This award, first
given in 1929, is
the highest and
most prestigious
award given by
The Garden Club
of Virginia to an
individual mem‑
ber, an honorary
member or a
member club.

Dot has been a member of The
Martinsville Garden Club since 1956
and has served as its president
three times. She has been an
active and devoted member of The
GCV serving as chairman for a
number of key committees and as
GCV President, 1982-84. As The
GCV Conservation Committee
Chairman she enthusiastically
worked on conservation, beautifica‑
t ion and education issues in the
Commonwealth. During her
tenure, she served as a member of
the Governor’s Council on the
Environment and advocated and

worked toward legislation to require
a program on environmental protec‑
t ion in the Virginia school system.
Dot also served t w o terms on The
GCV Restoration Committee, as well
as Director at Large, and was a

founding m e m ‑
ber of the
committee
which estab‑
lished the
Common
Wealth Award.

As GCV
President and
an avid advo‑
cate for envi‑
ronmental
issues, Dot was
the moving
force in the
restoration of
Prestwould

Plantation,
Clarksville, Virginia, and persuaded
VDOT to erect “Welcome to
Virginia” entrances around the
Commonwealth.

In addition, she initiated the pub‑
lications of the New Members
Handbook as well as The GCV
Journal and “Update.”

The prestigious 2004 Massie
Medal was awarded to D o t for her
leadership, service, advocacy and
devotion to The Garden Club of
Virginia. A Martinsville Garden
Club member wrote, “she embodies
the award” with her devoted and
enthusiastic leadership.
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THE BIZARRE
BAZAAR®

presents

THE 29th
CHRISTMAS

COLLECTION
QualityJuriedExhibitors...

Boutiques & DesignerAccessories...
ExcitingGifis &Gourmet Foods...

NationallyKnown Crafters and Artists...
Select Charities

2004
Thursday, Dec2

VCU's Mascy Cancer Center
“ShoppingSpree”, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 3, 10a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec.4, 10a.m. to 7p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 5, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

STRAWBERRY HILL
600 E. LaburnumAve., RichmondVA

8, THE 13th
2 . 6 SPRING
@8% MARKET

A High Quality SpringMarketShow...
FeaturingUnique Gifts...

& GourmetFoods... Boutiques
Quality Craftsmen... Artists...

UnusualPlantsandHerbs... Decorator
Accessoriesfor the HouseandGarden...

2005
The HospitalHospitalityHouse

FancyHat Party
Friday,April 1,10a m . to 7 p.m.

Saturday, April2, 10a.m. to 7 p.m.

Sunday, April 3, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
THE RICHMOND CENTRE

400 E. Marshall Street, RichmondVA
ForExhibitorInformation, Contact:

The Bizarre Bizaar
PO. Box 8330, Richmond,VA 23226

(804) 673-7015
Fax: (804) 673-7017

DaffodilNotes
The Real Dirt on

Daffodils!
byEvelynNock, GCV Daffodil

Committee, The Garden Club of the
Eastern Shore

and how you will plant the daf‑
fodils you ordered through your

garden club. Witha little planning
and elbow grease, you will be on a
path for growing gorgeous flowers
in your spring borders.

First find a nice sunny location, a
little shade won’t hurt. How’s the
drainage in that location? Daffodils
like good drainage and hate w e t feet.
Till the ground to get the weeds o u t
and the soil broken up soa little fer‑
tilizer can be incorporated, 10-10-10
will work fine. When the bulbs go in
switch to a lower nitrogen formula
such as 3-9-18. Start watering if
Mother Nature fails to provide an
inch of wa te r per week and keep i t
up until the ground is cold in the fall.

When the bulbs come in October,
the prepared bed will be waiting.
In order to insure that the bulbs get
that good drainage they need, add
about 1/3 part grit with the soil taken
o u t of the ground. When planting
the bulbs, fill in, around and over
each bulb, with this mixture. It wil l
do wonders for the drainage.
Broadcast some of that low nitrogen
fertilizer over the top of the bed,
cover with several inches of pine
needles, and sit back to see what
spring will bring.

| is time to think about where
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by Cynthia D. Hall, The Garden Club of the Eastern Shore

Alabama grower of iris because she hoped to introduce into her woodland‑
type garden some of his large showy blooms.

I remembera hill covered with so many blooms that it took my grade-school
breath away. My mother walked up and down the slope trying to choose for delivery
in the fall. That long slope that caught the morning and n o o n sun was a perfect place
to grow iris as they like to be planted where there is good drainage and good light.

My mother’s rolling garden beds had loamy, rich soil full of leaf mold and she had
to dig double trenches, setting the rhizome on the little hill in-between. She explained
that iris sit like ducks on water, mostly o u t buta little under the water with their feet,
the little roots, hanging down on either side. My job, besides fetching whatever was
needed, was balancing the “ducks” on the hill, delicately arranging the r o o t s to dangle
like webbed feet in water.

Here on the Eastern Shore in many communities there is clear evidence of garden‑
ers of yesteryear passing along flowering plants, especially iris. Because iris produce
such large colorful blooms they are easy to spot in the spring as you pass by. There
are many older homes where you can see a few old varieties in almost every yard.
And the trail often continues, as it does to my old and new garden, a few miles out ‑
side of t o w n where those same varieties still grow.

It is tempting to disregard the more common older varieties, mostly whites and pur‑
ples, for the luscious, frilly new ones that come in EVERY color, but I cannot turn
away from the old blooms. They are m o s t always smaller in bloom size, less bright or
complicated in form, and do n o t have names of opera singers or race cars, but they
are the heritage of those pass-along gardeners that preceded me.

1like iris because they are tough. When iris have been invaded by weeds and
debris, they will still push up those saber leaves. This is how I found most of my iris
when refurbishing old beds. I often found one good rhizome attached to dried, rotted,
or borer-infested rhizomes, but almost always the one good piece produceda healthy
plant.

Iris need to be divided every 3 to 4 years to thrive and to provide pass-alongs.
When planted from divisions or anew they need good drainage, and benefit from
the “duck in water” arrangement. I have begun adding a handful of Permatil to the
trenches since m o s t of my iris are in a mixed bed and get watered with the summer
perennials. Soaking rhizomes in antifungal solution and cutting away decay or disease,
promotes healthier plants. Decay is more easily controlled by pulling back the mulch
that has drifted atop the “ducks”. Dead-heading n o t only encourages more blooms
but cuts back on disease. Taking out whole stems when all buds have bloomed con‑
tributes to the plant's health.

Cutting back iris foliage after bloom or at frost continues to be a debatable issue,
Most texts will suggest a fan-cut 4-5 inches tall. I find that these 4-5 inches still have
to be discarded come spring, and if the spring is especially a w e t one, r o t is intro‑
duced. I c u t closer to 2 inches and find that preferable.

But after all the work of planting, dividing, and trimming comes the May to June
profusion of blooms. Iris truly have a w o w factor. And n o w with all the re-bloomers
there can be blooms in the fall. There are many exotic colors and combos, frills,
beards of different character, dwarf to tall.

Please do n o t hesitate to introduce to your garden some old pass-alongs as well as
the n e w lovely cultivars. As you travel through your community look for an iris trail
anda friendly gardener who will pass-along one of the old or new varieties to you
and y o u r garden.

O of my earliest childhood memories was accompanying my mother to an
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e 2004 deLacy Gray
Memorial Medal for
Conservation was presented

at the GCV Annual Meeting in May
to Rebecca Lee McGovern, amem‑
ber of The Garden Club of Danville.

Rebecca has hada lifetime of
achievement. She persuaded
Danville's city officials that with
proper planning
and planting,
Danville could
become a much
more attractive
city. Through
the years,
Rebecca encour‑
aged businesses,
schools and
churches to
make their sur‑
roundings
attractive. City
Beautiful land‑
scaped the proper‑
ty around several public buildings.
In the 1960s, she took it upon her‑
self to save the land along the Dan
River where trees had been cleared
for road construction. With the help
of her young son, Rebecca planted
hundreds of seedlings that she
acquired from the state and rooted
in recycled school milk cartons.

Ever mindful of conservation and
maintaining Danville's public areas,
Rebecca, along with other city lead‑
ers, successfully rose up in protest
when the Danville City Council
threatened to take away part of the
city's 93 acre Ballou Park to build a

school. She persuaded the city's
Public works Department to send
o u t workers who, under her direc‑
tion cut the ballpark grass into
strips, rolled it up, and took it
across the river where a n e w street
was being built. The appearance of
the neighborhood was improved
immediately and the ball park grass

was saved and
recycled.

Through a
program initiat-
ed by Rebecca,
local garden
club members
choose a Yard‑
of-the-Month.
Keep Virginia
Beautifulhas
recognized
Danville with

first place
awards for many
years. Danville

has been named first in Keep
America Beautifulseveral times. A
quotation in a thank-you letter from
one of Rebecca's guests reads, "I
must c o m m e n t on the difference in
the appearance of Danville. Your
civic beautification has really paid
off. You saw it happen gradually.
The full impact of it is very differ‑
ent. Congratulations!"

As stated by Garden Club of
Danville President, Nancy Jiranek:

"A lifetimeof achievement in con ‑
servation a n d beautification, a gra‑
cious a n dgiving lady - what more
c a n besaid?”
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