
‘orticultural Field Day 2003,Heeby the Garden Club
of the Northern Neck, was a

gangbuster two-day event.
On the first day we visited the

lush English garden of Charlotte and
Jim Hundley in Heathsville.
Charlotte andJim, rosarians both,
are experienced competitors and
judges for the American Rose
Society. They have over 300 roses in
their collection and share willingly
their knowledge about growing and
showing their favorite flowers.

Just down the road the
Hundley’s daughter, Gayle Morston
and her husband Sam, have created
a charming herb garden to comple‑
m e n t the ancient boxwood bordered
rooms where several generations of
children have played.

Our third destination was the
Olsen garden, an expansive and
utterly wonderful place. Over the last
18 years, Ann and John have planted
both familiar and unusual plants to
create an enchanting and interesting
garden that lures the visitor from one
garden room to the next.

Our first stop on day two was
the home of Lynne and Hudson
Hoen. Here, tall hollyhocks and
other pastel rose perennials greeted
us. An inviting path drew us
througha fragrant, rose covered
arbor to look out past the green
swath of lawn, over the perennial
beds, to a peaceful view of the
water beyond. The undulating bor‑
ders of flowerbeds repeat the shape
of the shoreline beyond and the
cool water offered a deep contrast
to the pastel palette of blooms.

Stop two, Rockvilla, was aptly
named asa prodigious number of
rocks were used to create the walk‑
ways and steps that complete
Jacquie and To m Colligan’s fascinat‑
ing garden. A giant curly willow
centers the circular front drive.
Several Dawn Redwoods lenda soft‑
ening air to the intricate stone ter‑
races.

At Mary Lloyd and David Lay’s
home, majestic mature oak trees
form the arching ceiling for this
cathedral of plant life, and every
room is filled with interesting and
varied plants. David’s knowledge of
native plants, combined with Mary
Lloyd's enthusiasm and wit, has cre‑
ated a uniquely harmonious Eden
on this secluded point of land.

From here we made our way to
the cozy home of Anne and Maurice
Dickerson, A clearing in this heavily
wooded lot creates a grassy island
surrounded by shady perennial beds
and punctuated by a Zen rock fea‑
ture. This calm cove seems to be a
natural habitat for mounds of moun ‑
tain laurel.

O u r final stop was the lovely
Georgian home of Frances Simmons
where a handsome serpentine brick
wall forms the backdrop for lovingly
tended perennial beds. Huge
American yew topiaries, planted by
Frances and her late husband over
20 years ago, stand assentinels at
the corners of a grassy glade.

Full of fresh ideas and inspira‑
tion, we left the Northern Neck.
Already we are anticipating next
year’s Horticultural Field Day, which
will be held in Virginia Beach.
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re you and your family andAteamong the many who
are staying closer to home

this year? Because of the security
issues and complexities of airline
travel, statistics show that more and
more Americans are planning “road
trips” nearby. Autumn is an excel‑
lent time to visit Belle Grove
Plantation, n o w a National Park in
the northern Shenandoah Valley. It
is readily accessible to I-66 and 1-81.
By car, it is approximately an hour
and thirty minutes from downtown
Washington, D.C., anda little over
t w o hours from Roanoke.

Located along the Old Valley
Turnpike ( n o w route 11), Middle‑
town and Strasburg serve as the
gateway communities to the new
park. Strasburg’s historic district
includes antique shops, museums,
restaurants, and lodging. Middle‑
town is home to the historic
Wayside Inn, antique shops, and the
Wayside Theatre, one of the oldest
repertory theatres in the country.

The pleasures of visiting the
Shenandoah Valley include its coun‑
try roads and vistas of mountain
ranges and the Shenandoah River.
Belle Grove Plantation, whose gar‑
dens and grounds have been an
ongoing restoration of The Garden
Club of Virginia since 1983, captures
the essence of this “Valley Feeling.” A
n e w era has begun for this property.
On December 19, 2002, President
Bush signed into law the Cedar
Creek and Belle Grove National Park.
Five years in the making, the new
park is a cooperative effort between
Belle Grove Plantation, area battle‑

field groups, the National Trust for
Historic Preservation and the National
Park Service. This is to be the first
national partnership park of its kind
and is a truly unique endeavor. The
n e w park designation does not in
any way change Belle Grove's or the
National Trust's independent owner‑
ship and management of currently
held property.

As a “historical park” the n e w
national park will ultimately include
an interpretation of documented
Native American sites, the French
and Indian War, the Revolutionary
War, and even the War of 1812.
These events had a direct connection
with activities at Belle Grove through
Major Isaac Hite’s relationship with
his brother-in-law, PresidentJames
Madison. Of course, as the home of
the park specifies, the greatest
emphasis is on the period of the
Civil War Battle of Cedar Creek.

The National Trust for Historic
Preservation owns 283 acres within
the National Park surrounding o n e of
its historic sites, Belle Grove Planta‑
tion. Belle Grove Inc. operates the
plantation for the National Trust and
also privately owns 100 acres within
the National Historic Park, a 1750 pio‑
neering site known as Fort Bowman.

A major reenactment wil l be
hosted by the Cedar Creek
Battlefield Foundation on October
18-19. At this event the Frederick
Ladies Relief Society, agroup of cos‑
tumed docents at Belle Grove, will
interpret family life and women’s
concerns of that day.

Make plans to visit this fall.
There is much to see and to do!
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