
erpetual care is what the
Garden Club of Danville gives
to the old Grove Street

Cemetery. Long closed to burials, it
still receives attention from the
members of the Garden Club of
Danville.In fact, the Massie Medal
was awarded to the Garden Club of
Danville in 1939 for the club’s
devoted care of and attention to the
cemetery. Sixty years later, that
devotion continues.

Danville was incorporated in
1833, although citizens did live and
die there prior to that date. No
records were kept of the early inter‑
ments. The cemetery was also
begun in 1833. At that time it was
beyond the city limits and was origi‑
nally much larger than it n o w is.

Many of Danville’s founding
fathers and three of its early mayors
are buried in this cemetery. Names
on the tombstones are echoed on
street signs throughout the city.
There are also some slaves and a
small number of Confederate veter‑
ans buried there aswell. Some of
those veterans are identified only by
metal Confederate markers, their
names having been lost.

The last interment was in 1920.
As time w e n t on, the cemetery fell
into a state of decay. At one time,
trying to make it easier to care for,
the cemetery was plowed over and
grass sown. Asa result, mounds
were obliterated and small stones
were broken. With no map indicat‑
ing the old graves many of the
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names of those buried were lost.
In 1937, the Garden Club of

Danville undertook the project of
the restoration and beautification of
the cemetery. With the help of the
city’s engineering department, funds
from garden club members and a
grant from the WPA, work was
begun. Underbrush was cleared,
tombstones were straightened and
repaired, wildflowers and boxwood
were planted, and a rock wall was
built enclosing the entire property.
The cemetery was dedicated at an
Easter sunrise service in April, 1939.

Since that time the Garden Club of
Danville, with the help of city crews,
has tried to maintain a beautiful and
peaceful site. Later projects include a
wrought iron gate into the property
and identifying plaques at the
entrance. Old-fashioned varieties of
roses have been planted aswell.
Currently, landscaping plans are being
made for the existing plantings with
the idea of changing all to period
plant material. Abrochure has been
prepared about the cemetery, noting
fifteen of its most interesting sites.
Metal markers corresponding to the
numbers of those sites in the brochure
will soon be in place. At least once a
year, the club sponsors a work day for
planting, weeding and pruning.

The work begun in 1937 by the
founding members of the Garden
Club of Danville continues to this
day. That effort has transformed the
old Grove Street Cemetery in to one
of Danville’s loveliest attractions.

©outstanding members of
The Garden Club of Virginia
were honored for their

accomplishments and contributions
to The Garden Club of Virginia and
the Commonwealth of Virginia at
the 1999 GCV Annual Meeting held
in Richmond this past May.

MassieMedal
Nancy St. Clair

Talley (Mrs.
Lilburn T. Talley)
was awarded the
prestigious Massie
Medal by Shirley
Cooper ( M r s .
Clarke T. Cooper,
Jr), GCV Massie
Medal Chairman. Nancy
Mrs. Talley has St. Clair Talley
served the
Winchester-Clarke Garden Club and
The Garden Club of Virginia in many
leadership positions. She served as
President of the Garden Club of
Virginia from 1988-90; is the present,
and a past, Chairman of the GCV
Restoration Committee; former GCV
Finance Chairman and Parliamentar‑
ian. Her editing and writing skills
have played a key role in the produc‑
t ion of many of our GCV publications
including, most recently, Gardens
andLandscapesof Virginia.

Mrs. Cooper presented Mrs. Talley
with the Massie Medal upon which
was inscribed:

“Forbercontinuing involvement
in The Garden Club of Virginia at
every level,forherwise decisions made
with wit,e n e r g yand dispatch...”

The deLacy GrayMemorial
Medalfor Conservation

The deLacy Gray Memorial Medal
for Conservation was presented to
Hylah Haile Boyd (Mrs.J.P. McGuire
Boyd) by Sharon Scott (Mrs.J. Martin
Scott), GCV Chairman of
Conservation and Beautification. Mrs.
Boyd has distinguished herself asa
leading advocate for conservation
issues in Virginia. She has been an
active member and past president of
the Tuckahoe Garden Club of
Westhampton, served as GCV
Conservation Chairman, and held
numerous positions with the Virginia
Conservation Network. She works
closely with members of the Virginia
General Assembly on billboard legis‑
lation. Her most recent accomplish‑
m e n t is as founder and president of
Scenic Virginia which has received
state-wide recognition.

Mrs. Scott said
in her remarks
honoring Mrs.
Boyd, “Hylah truly
deserves to be
recognized for her
dedication and
commitment to
fighting for more
scenic byways,
and for her strug‑
gle to prevent Virginia from becom‑
ing astring of billboards from the sea
to the mountains.”

Hylah Haile Boyd
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