Suffolk Water Trails

Pike Point

- Welcome to Suffolk Waterways
T R : The Nansemond River watershed is a diverse array of waterways and saltwater tidal marshes providing a
. habitat for wildlife, protection from storms, and opportunities for crabbing, oystering, fishing, hunting and
:‘ Fs oL ": Y recreational activities. Enjoy paddling the creeks, birding, tracing the history, and observing the rich variety of
, flora and fauna. Discover the natural splendor and ecological diversity of Suffolk Water Trails. ' c . ;
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| Paddlers should bring their bird identification books. One The most notable trees along Suffolk creeks and rivers are

can spot eagles along all the crecks and the Mansemond the loblolly pine, red cedar, red maple and bald cypress.
River. Red-winged blackbirds stand out in the marsh grass. Bemies of the wax myrtle, often known as southern _ A edar Point d;,
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Great Blue Herons are permanent residents but the Great baybemy, were used by colonists to make candles

and Snowy egrets are transient summer residents of the

wetlands. The osprey arrive in March to nest and raise theic ~ Vam mals

young, but leave in September for their winter quarters. All Raccoons and native grey foxes roam the upland forest

are fish eaters. Herons and egrets walk the shallows feeling along the shorelines., Muskrats survive well in brackish

for mollusks. Canada gosse and brown pelicans have become  wetlands, and feed on plants and mollosks. White-tailed deer

permanent residents. graze on leaves, twigs, fruits and nurs, corn, alfalfa, lichens
and other fungi.

Crustacean and Molluscan Critters Dolphins can be spotted in any of Suffolk’s estuaries.

The mud flats along the shoreline shelter specizs tolerant Social creatures and traveling in groups called pods, the

of the salty and brackish tidal water including blue crabs, dolphins feed on bottom-dwelling fish, shrimp and squid.

oysters, clams, mussels, barnacles, periwinkles and other River otters live along rivers and crecks feeding on fish,

critters. Fiddler and marsh crabs help clear the detritus from  frogs, shellfish and turtles. Since they are most active at

decaying plants, night, spotting them i= a rare treat.
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Left 1. Brackish+vater clam 2. Soft-sheled clam 3. Hard clam 4. Amencan Top Left: Red Mapie. Lower Left: Wax Myrtle. Middke: Eastem Red
oyster. Right: 1. Marsh crab 2. Marsh Tiddler crab 2. Marsh periwinkles Cedar. Right: Cypress. lustrations trom Forest Trees originis, Virginia
4, Marsh snalks 5. Atlantic ribbed musssk 6. Commaon mud nassas Department of Forestry andwax myrtle by Karia Smith.

Mustrations from Chesapeake Bay Aekr Gukde by C.White and K. Terarura.

Suffolk Water Trails

Wetland Habitats
Suffolk has approximately 94,000 acres of wetlands marine life. The lower Mansemond River, Chuckatuck
including tidal, non-tidal, rivers, lakes and ponds, which Creck, Bennetts Creck, Knotts Creek, Strecter Creck
serve as spawning and nursery grounds for a variety of and Hoffler Creek shorelines have extensive marshes
AT that help mitigate the impact from storm surges. These
' ?rf',“' Bl marshes provide habitat for wildlife and fisheries in ad-
A '--.ﬂ%_-' dition to buffering the shore from erosive foroes.
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Thk map was craabad by the Suffolk Rker Harttzge F Criterdan, Edipss & Hebson Harfiage Foundation and the Harsamand Fiver Fraservation Allizncs with the assktance of
tha City of Suifelk, Virgink Fourdatian of the Humantias, Suffalk Mareamard Histerical Soclaty, Matioral Park Servica, Waolve Pantz and tha Mareamand Indian Tribal Ascdation.
Covar photo of kayak by lobn B Wass, Cover Ilustration of indian Wilaga “Secota® by Whie-daBry from The Marinars Musaum, Mewport News, Virginia
Map mncept, research and developmant by Kara ML Smih and John R Vs, Design by Bthicom Sssoclates Inc. Frintad an vupo Socd sprithetc papar.
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