
ake Note:

Coming up sometime this fall will
bea U.S.Army Corps’ of Engineersfinal
recommendation and decision on
Application 492, which is a blueprint
for the building of a large-scale reser‑
voir in Newport News, involvingalmost
500 acres of local wetlands, 1100 acres
of upland forest, two salinate tidal
rivers, the Mattaponi and Pamunkey,
and two endangered species, the
Sensitive Vetch and the Bald Eagle.
Water from this proposed reservoir is
intended to be used to serve the
expanding population on the Virginia
peninsula, (The first application for a
new reservoirs approval, called the
Ware Creek Reservoir Project, was
turned down because of negative envi‑
ronmental impact.)

Irrespective of the decision, it will
have far-reaching consequences for
Virginia’s garden club members and
will provide some definite clues for
future leadership in similar situations
involving responsible management of
our state’s water resources.

Asgardeners, we must ever be con‑
cerned about water: local water, state
water, and even, according to a recent
“International Wildlife” article full of
dire predictions, the world’s water. By
extension we must also be concerned
with the lack of water, destruction of
the environment by its mismanage‑
ment, pollution, droughts, famines,
death of species, and, ultimately,
mankind. As members of The Garden
Club of Virginia, we must act now as
stewards to do all, and learn by closely
following this case and its outcome.

What can we do?
First, be informed. Read related

material.Use the help of local con‑
servation groups and qualified lec‑
turers to provide and augment
information on this and_similar
water situations. Be reasonable,
too. While putting irreplaceable
acres of tidal wetlands under water
and endangering threatened local
species should certainly give any
responsible parties pause for
thought, remember that the bur‑
geoning Newport News area most
certainly will need a new water
facility one day and that this version
of the reservoir plan actually might
not be the worst solution to come
along. But do demand to see, and
review ahead of time, if possible,
full facsimiles of all such proposals
which will affect our state’s envi‑
ronmental future.
Second, be poised to act. Get your
group to make its views on these
matters known to all important
decision makers, all state AND con‑
gressional legislators and all pub‑
licly printed sources. Do what can
be done to call attention to whatev‑
er is felt to be mismanagement,
and, conversely, also to herald sen‑
sible, responsible measures that can
begood solutions to the state’s eco‑
logical resource management.

¢Third, use your club asa forum.
The world’s water quanity and
quality are definitely predicted to
worsen, with statistics (according
to environmental reporter Don
Hinrichsen, writing for “Inter‑
national Wildlife Magazine” in the
July/August 1996 issue) showing
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During the 1930's,our club collected,
dried and pressed 300 wildflower speci‑
mens indigenous to Lee Park, and com‑
missioned Bessie Marshall to paint the
collection. Amy Myers, Curator of
American Art at the Huntington Museum
in California, says, “Bessie Marshall stands
out asa 20th century master of botanical
illustration.”

We have raised over $37,000 in seed
money from the sale of 500 sets of wild‑
flower prints, and from individual and
corporate donations.

Additional goals accomplished:
* Obtained 501-(c)(3) status.
* Signed book contract with University

Press of Virginia‐initial fee of $25,000.

* Signed $7,000 author contract ‐ ini‑
tial fee of $1,500.

* Negotiating $7,000 consultant contract
with Dr. Donna Ware, Botanist,
College of William and Mary.
We desperately need to move for‑

ward with additional funding for present
and future expenditures. The Common
Wealth Award would provide critical
funds needed to pay the author and rep‑
resent GCV support, vital in reaching out
to foundations. It would provide money
crucial to the success of what we feel is a
true Garden Club Project.

Please assist us in usingour Legacy of
Wildflowers to Re-open a Park.

en renowned urban land‑
scape designer Lynden Miller,
spoke in Richmond (February

1996) about the extensive restoration of
the north end of New York City’s Central
Park, no one had any idea her presenta‑
tion wouldspark anextraordinary restora‑
tion in downtown Richmond. Shortly
thereafter, a grass roots effort spearhead‑
ed by concerned downtown business and
property owners called the Downtown
Neighborhood Association (DNA) joined
the Friends of the Richmond Library and
developed a plan to raise $210,000 to
revamp the worn-out green space behind
the main branch of the library. Both DNA
and the Friends share a compelling inter‑
est in revitalizing the park asa means of
beautifying the neighborhood and
encouraging greater use of the amenities
downtown. Nearly t w o years later, over
$200,000 has been raised through a pub‑
lic/private partnership with concerned
civic groups, individuals, and the City of
Richmond. The monies fall into three cat‑
egories: bricks and mortar, a program‑
ming endowment, and a maintenance
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endowment. The Boxwood, James River,
Three Chopt, and Tuckahoe Garden
Clubs seek to support the existing
Maintenance Endowment for long-term
care of the park with a gift of $5,000 from
the Common Wealth Award.

The Library Park was designed twen‑
ty-five years ago with no mechanism in
place to address the inevitable wear and
tear on public property. Consequently, it
fell into disrepair andbecame ahaven for
transients. The Three Chopt Garden
Club's initial gift was immediately
matched by the Boxwood, James River,
andTuckahoe Clubs for atotal of $16,000,
the largest single civic group gift. To pro‑
tect the clubs’ substantial investment, the
Park Advisory Committee incorporated a
Maintenance Endowment into the budget
so that trees, seating, and lighting would
be reviewed annually. Interest from the
endowment monies would be used for
refurbishment. Twenty-five years from
now, the park will remain a vibrant green
space, providing a cultural oasis in the
heart of downtown Richmond.


