
“What Do YouWant...

lanning for ayear’s worth of educa‑
tion and enjoyment for your club's
membership can sometimes be a

task. The GCV Interclub Speakers Bureau
booklet is one answer to your problem.
TheTable of Contents belowgives a
quick overview of the information
inside:
* A List of Available Speakers by
Garden Clubs

¢ The Garden Club of Virginia
Restoration Program *

© The Garden Club of Virginia Common
Wealth Award Video

¢ The Garden Club of Virginia Slides
Collection

©Suggested ‘Trips for Club Programs
©List of Additional Speakers
Chooseamongsuch topics as:
¢ “General Wildlife Conservation” that
includes live animals in the lecture,
“The Glorious Art of Flower
Arranging” by a speaker who studied
in London with Constance Spry,

e “Lee Park Wildlife Collection” that
examines the botanical watercolor
painting of Bessie Niemeyer Marshall
(1884-1960),
“ FlowerMagic in Carpets” which
takes a look at the intricate floral pat‑
terns within Oriental carpets,
“John Clayton‐Virginia’s Botanical
Exployer” and “Mark Catesby‑
English Naturalist” that remind usof
our botanical roots,
‘There are lectures on roses,daffodils,

lilies, perennials, annuals, boxwood,
herbs, hollies, azaleas, camellia, rhodo‑
dendron, bulbs, vines, and invasive exotic
plants. Many historic homes, such as

Ashlawn-Highland, Oatlands and
Prestwould, offer talks to clubs either on
location or at your meeting place.

A field trip is an excellent change
from a regular meeting. How about visit‑
ing the various arboretums and botanical
gardens in our state or the many flower
and garden shows in and out of state?

“What do you want? Do you know
what you want?” This booklet has the
potential to help you decide.

Your suggestions for field trips and
speakers are welcome and encouraged.
Please contact The GCV Second Vice‑
Presidentso that she may include them in
the next printing.

* Special notefrom Pat Leggett, GCV
RestorationCommitteeMember:

The restoration program has
been revamped, renovated and
refurbished,

The Garden Club of Virginia has
restored and preserved gardens and
landscapes at 18th and 19th-century
homes. One garden is the oldest in
the country. The home of three U.S.
Presidents are included on the list, as
well asthree universities, fivechurch‑
es, amill, acourthouse and abotani‑
cal garden. This program portrays
The GardenClub asthe moving force
in preservation and restoration in the
Commonwealth. Your club member‑
‘ship will see the results of their hard
work during Historic Garden Week.
Rave reviews are guaranteed.

Helen Murphy, Chairman of
the Restoration Committee, is in
charge of scheduling. Her telephone
number is (804) 472-3094.

The Garden Club
of Virginia has
blossomed with
the addition of
our 47th member
club, the Garden
Club of the
Middle Peninsula.
Dootsie Wilbur
(Mrs. William N.
Wilbur), | GCV

Admissions Committee Chairman,
announced at the 1997 Annual Meeting
that, after a two-year study, the
Admissions Committee had enthusiasti‑
cally recommended the approval of our
newest member club. The proposal for
membership was submitted by The
Garden Club of the Northern Neck and
seconded by the Rappahannock Valley
Garden Club. In May the Garden Club
of the Middle Peninsula was unani‑
mously approved for membership and
invited to join The Garden Club of
Virginia. In a letter to club presidents,
Mrs.Wilbur wrote, “We (the committee)
were impressed by their talents, enthu‑
siasm, contributions to the community

andtheir familiarity with the activities of
The Garden Club of Virginia.”

The Garden Club of the Middle
Peninsula was organized in 1994 under
the expert guidance and supervision of
former GCV President, Helen Murphy
(Mrs.W. Tayloe Murphy, Jr.) of the Garden
Clubof the NorthernNeck. This 50-mem‑
berclub iscomprised of dedicatedwomen
from four counties, Essex, King& Queen,
King William and Middlesex, who have
planned many exciting club programs for
the upcomingmonths,

The club has assisted the Garden
Club of the NorthernNeckwith Historic
GardenWeek and sent members to our
GCV Lily Show, Rose Show and Artistic
Judging School in Richmond. In
December 1995, the club held a
Christmas Historic House Tour which
earned enough money for them to
sponsor four students at Nature Camp
and to replace awindow andhelpwith
landscapingat Old St. John’s Church in
King William County. How fortunate
we are to have all of this wonderful
energy and talent focused on The
Garden Club of Virginia!
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