HISTORY OF THE

Warren-Sipe House

LOCATED AT 301 SOUTH MAIN STREET
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The Virginia Quilt Museum opened in 1995 in the
Warren-Sipe House, located at 301 S. Main Street,
Harrisonburg. Before that, the house had many

purposes; it started as a family home betfore
becoming a youth center, a historical society, and
even briefly serving as the circuit court.

Read on to learn more about this beautiful
building, Harrisonburg history, and the history of
the Virginia Quilt Museum.
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THE DOoY MAJOR, ' [

A Jnrung officer of no ordinaty merit rnd
promise died at Mres. Warrsn®s In this plce vn
Saturdsy last, Wae sllude to Major Joserw
W. Lanixua, of Pringe Willlam co., lamilier-
Iy spoken of by his fvllow.officers.as, +'1bo boy
Mejor,” fur he was under 20 ysars of age
when ho died. When the war bygen, he was
In the Luxington Military [sstitute. He on.
tered the anuy as 24 Livutenant, awl mpidiy
advagcad untll, st Gettysdurg, bo command: d
s battalion of artiflery in Gen. Ewell's cavps.
In this battle bo loat et srm. Ha reached
*this place, ou kls way (o Richmoad, whet he

was arrested by 2 dissass prodoced by lus
.

wonmd, which ia e lew days lermimated his
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his supatior ofliosrs, nid iz aw ariifleiist he
was ascelied by fow of any age. BSoch wea
the Confederscy can illy uficrd te spare.

L ke wmaay of o7 soldiers, wo Jearn that his
has for 8 consideriilc time boea regardisg hiy
dutica to bis God ar «»: as 0 bis country,
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Portrait of Joseph Latimer and obituary



Here is a photo of the
home pre - 1890s.

Note the presence of
a balcony and lack of

the mansard roof. The
column in this room is
one of the original
columns as seen in
this picture, and this
floor panel is one
installed by George
Sipe after this photo
was taken.




George Sipe Enid Sipe on her wedding day
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While we believe in summary pun.
ishment in certain cases of lawlesenesa
yet we eannot sanction the lynching of |
the colored woman who, it is alleged, |
inatigated the burning of a barn in the
eastern section of this connty, reported
in our loeal colnmns thin mornming.

In East Rockingbam for several li
years past, murder, rapine and arson
have been of frequent ocearrence, and
wo can readily understand how the cit-
izens of that section would like to rid
themselves not only of the stign a which
of late haas attached to their neighbor-
hoods, but of their desire to rid them-
selves of those who commit the crimes.
In this case, however, we believe that
those engnged in the lynching acted
hastily and without proper counsidera-
tion of the awful deed they were about
to commit. Barn buorning is not a
hanging offence. The law is ample in
soch cases, and if proof waa suflic.ent l
to those who bung her, it doubtless
eonld Liave been prodaced in court and
justice walisfied.

Had the woman persuaded the boy
to buro Mr. Sipe's dwelling, thereby
endangeriog life, there weuld have been
some extennating circumstances abouat |
the hapging, and no word of censure

would bave place in these eolumne.

A VIRGINIA ATROCITY.

DISGUISED MEN AT NIGHT SWING TUP A
WOMAN TO A SAPLING, TAKING HER LIFE
| ON A SUSPICION OF CUIME,

| [BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HEBRALD, ] )f / : ""'---'E'r."f | m____" /
! f

Location of the county jail and 301 S Main Street
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Mary, Enid, and Louise Sipe
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Newspaper clipping announcing new Youth Center at 301 South Main Street
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until 1986, the Harrisonburg

Business Office, the Rescue : gﬁ
and Communication Center,
the Inspection Unit, and the ﬁ: ! 3 3
Harrisonburg City Fire 3

Department’s Administration = : A

Office all operated out of the - Sk ke
home. Following that, the
Harrisonburg-Rockingham

Historical Society occupied the home, now known as the Warren-
Sipe House. They remained here until 1993, when they moved to their

current location in Dayton, Virginia.

I 9 9 3 While the county court house was being

renovated, the Warren-Sipe House was used as Rockingham's circuit
court. It was at this time that this jail cell was installed.

City Council Minutes, July 13, 1993

\/ Following discussion as to a location for the Court facilities
during the renovation work on the Court House, Council Member

Weaver moved that the Warren Sipe House be offered as a location
for the courts during the renovation work. The motion was seconded
by Council Member Dingledine, and approved with a unanimous vote of

Council.




I g g 5 The city of Harrisonburg oftered the

Warren-Sipe House to the Virginia Quilt Museum while the
museum was looking for a building to call home. VOM opened
its doors in August 1995 and in 2000, the General Assembly

proclaimed the Virginia Quilt Museum the official quilt museum

ot the Commonwealth ot Virginia. The collection at the Virginia
Quilt Museum continues to grow: from a small collection of 12

quilts - which were originally stored in this very jail cell - we
now have nearly 400 quilts divided between our Permanent
and Education Collections with additional quilts being

accepted every year. To preserve the quilting arts of Virginia,
the museum also displays sewing machines, various forms of
sewing ephemera, historical clothing, and our wide variety of
quilts to showcase the history ot quilting.

*The above data was updated in 2022. It does not contain information regarding quilts in our collection that have unconfirmed location of origin.





