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WELCOME

Greetings to all of you from The Elizabeth River Garden Club.

We are so pleased to have you visiting our city. It is our honor
and pleasure to host the 89th Garden Club of Virginia Board of
Governors’ Meeting. ‘

The Lightship PORTSMOUTH, located next to the

Renaissance Hotel, was chosen as a logo for this Board of
Governors’ Meeting. The ship’s beacon of light expresses our
welcome to all of you, as it did to mariners in the past, and the
ship stands as a symbol of Portsmouth’s long association with the
Navy, the Coast Guard, and maritime activities.

We hope you will enjoy your visit to Portsmouth.

Sharon Knowles, President
The Elizabeth River Garden Club

ERGC CLUB COLLECT

“My Father in heaven, help me never to forget Thy love to me. It
comes with the light of the morning and it remains with the light
of the stars of the night. It looks up at me in the beauty of the
flower. It shines upon me in the smile of a friend. All beautiful
things are the gift of Thy love. Help me to be thankful and to link
every beautiful thing with Thee. Amen.”

John Henry Jowett



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2008
12:30 p.m. Board of Directors’ Luncheon and Meeting
Pam Kloeppel’s home, Swimming Point

1:00-5:00 p.m. Registration at the Hotel Renaissance,
downtown waterfront

1:30 p.m. Optional walking tours, meet at front entrance to hotel:
1. Olde Towne with Col. Crawford, a founder of Portsmouth,
played by Eric Price in period costume.

2. Steeple to Steeple Tour of historic Olde Towne churches
with Dean Burgess, a local historian.

5:30 p.m. Dutch Treat Cocktails, Dinner Cruise and Tour on the
“Carrie B”. Princess Elizabeth, Robin Dunbar of the
Elizabeth River Project, will be our tour guide. Rubber soles
recommended. Meet at front of hotel to walk to the tour
boat.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2008
6:30-9:00 a.m. Breakfast in the hotel at the delegate’s expense.

8:00-9:00 a.m. Registration

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Business Meeting
Speaker: Randi Strutton, a founder and Executive Director of
the Hoffler Creek Wildlife Preserve

12:15-2:00 p.m. Luncheon in homes of club members in Olde
Towne Portsmouth. Meet at front
entrance to hotel.




SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

2:00-4:00 p.m. After Lunch Activities, tours will depart from
your luncheon site:
1. Hoffler Creek Wildlife Preserve Tour given by Randi
Strutton, an Elizabeth Cabell-Dugdale Award Recipient.
2. Guided Walking Tour of Olde Towne by Col. Crawford,
including a visit to the 1846 Courthouse Courtyard, a GCV
Restoration, for refreshments.
3. Steeple to Steeple Tour of historic downtown churches
with local historian Dean Burgess, including a visit to the
1846 Courthouse Courtyard for refreshments.

6:15 p.m. Meet at front of hotel to walk in groups to the Sports
Hall of Fame.

6:30 p.m. Cocktails and Dinner
The Virginia Sports Hall of Fame, Downtown Portsmouth,
an interactive museum, is a short three-and-a-half block walk
from the hotel.
Dress: Cocktail attire and walking shoes—sandals, dressed-
up tennis shoes, etc. Be creative!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2008
6:30-8:30 a.m. Breakfast in the hotel at delegate’s expense.

8:30-12:00 p.m. Business Meeting
Round Table Discussions

12:00 p.m. Box lunch hosted by the Nansemond River
Garden Club at The Patriot Inn, corner of North and Crawford
Streets, a short block from the hotel.

Departure




THE GARDEN CLUB OF VIRGINIA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS:
President

First Vice President
Second Vice President

Treasurer

Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary

DIRECTORS AT LARGE:

Peggy Bowditch
Glenna Graves
Nina Mustard

CHAIRMEN:
Restoration

Historic Garden Week

Cabell West

Kim Nash

Ann Gordon Evans
Joanie Robins
Betsy Worthington
Meg Clement

Di Cook
Betsy Agelasto
Muff Nolde

Mary Hart Darden
Tricia Sauer

Conservation and
Beautification
Parliamentarian

Anne Doyle

Finance

Immediate Past President

Dianne Spence
Marsha Merrell
Sally Guy Brown

PAST PRESIDENTS ATTENDING:
Mrs. Benjamin W. Mears, Jr. (Katty) 1984-1986

Mrs. James C. Godwin (Ellen) 1986-1988
Mrs. W. Tayloe Murphy (Helen) 1992-1994
Mrs. Charles H. Schutte, Jr. (Betty) 1996-1998
Mrs. Robert C. Wood IIT (Mina) 2000-2002

Mrs. Austin T. Darden, Jr. (Mary Hart) 2002-2004
Mirs. Rudolph Bumgardner III (Deedy) 2004-2006
Mrs. Thomas C. Brown (Sally Guy) 2006-2008



Admissions
Annual and Board of
Governors’ Meetings

CHAIRMEN OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

Boo Compton

Anne Harrison Harris

Common Wealth Award Linda Consolvo
Conservation and

Beautification Anne Doyle
Daffodil Lucy Rhame
Development Martha Wertz
Finance Marsha Merrell
Flower Shows Betty Michelson
GCYV Online Nina Mustard
Historian and Custodian

of Records Judy Kidd
Historic Garden Week Tricia Sauer
Horticulture Mary Eades
Investment Anne Baldwin
Journal Advertising Kay Kelly
Journal Chairman Ninie Laing

Journal Editor & Editorial

Board Jeanette Cadwallender
Kent-Valentine House Jody Branch
Lily Mary Nelson Thompson
Massie Medal Mary Bruce Glaize
Nominations Deedy Bumgardner
Parliamentarian Dianne Spence
Personnel Missy Buckingham
Public Relations Lea Shuba
Restoration Mary Hart Darden
Rose Pat Taylor
Outlook Dianne Spence
GCYV Symposium Julie MacKinlay
GARDEN CLUB OF VIRGINIA STAFF:
GCYV Executive Director Rose Marie Tronge
HGW Executive Director Suzanne Munson

HGW Executive Assistant Christine Harris



THE GARDEN CLUB OF VIRGINIA
CLUB PRESIDENTS
Albemarle Garden Club
Trina English

The Garden Club of Alexandria
Mary Kay Ryan

The Ashland Garden Club
Lyn Hodnett

The Augusta Garden Club
Sugie Battin (President Representative)

The Blue Ridge Garden Club
Julie Grover

The Boxwood Garden Club
Nancy Bowles

The Brunswick Garden Club
Diane Wagner

The Charlottesville Garden Club
Trish Burton

Chatham Garden Club
Huntley Friend

The Garden Club of Danville
Anne Geyer

Dolley Madison Garden Club
Page Sullenberger

The Garden Club of the Eastern Shore
Ellen Lusk



THE GARDEN CLUB OF VIRGINIA
CLUB PRESIDENTS
The Elizabeth River Garden Club

Sharon Knowles

The Garden Club of Fairfax
Johanna Rucker

Fauquier and Loudoun Garden Club
Kassie Kingsley

The Franklin Garden Club
Becky Gillette

Gabriella Garden Club
Sharon Whitt

The Garden Study Club
Cece Johnson

The Garden Club of Gloucester
Ann Hohenberger

The Hampton Roads Garden Club
Martha Field

Harborfront Garden Club
Elise Pitts

Hillside Garden Club
Lisa Cresson

The Hunting Creek Garden Club
Lea Shuba

The Huntington Garden Club
BoBo Smith
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THE GARDEN CLUB OF VIRGINIA
CLUB PRESIDENTS
The James River Garden Club
Evie Scott

Leesburg Garden Club
Carole Maloney

The Little Garden Club of Winchester
Suzy Oliver

The Lynchburg Garden Club
Heidi James

The Martinsville Garden Club
Susan Morris

The Garden Club of the Middle Peninsula
Betty Jo Butler

The Mill Mountain Garden Club
Jane Coulter

The Nansemond River Garden Club
Nancy Dempsey

The Garden Club of Norfolk
Robin Ingram

The Garden Club of the Northern Neck
Gin Harris

The Petersburg Garden Club
Sally Seward

The Princess Anne Garden Club
Mary Ann Schmidt
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THE GARDEN CLUB OF VIRGINIA
CLUB PRESIDENTS

The Rappahannock Valley Garden Club
Betsy Carey

Rivanna Garden Club
Lucy Huff

Roanoke Valley Garden Club
Katherine Knopf

The Spotswood Garden Club
Joyce Overby

Three Chopt Garden Club
Lou Johnson

The Tuckahoe Garden Club of Westhampton
Susan Landin

The Virginia Beach Garden Club
Mac Houfek

The Garden Club of Warren County
Diane Kline

The Warrenton Garden Club
Penny Dart

The Williamsburg Garden Club
Cathy Adams

Winchester-Clarke Garden Club
Elaine Brandt




THE ELIZABETH RIVER GARDEN CLUB

ACTIVE MEMBERS

Rachel Benzie Jean Oast
Barbara Byers Fran Ossman
Ann Bynum Elizabeth Pappas
Romayne Byrum Judy Perry
Sandy Canada Ginger Petsos
Evelyn Carr Linda Pinkham
Helen Chapman Sallie Powell
Jane Cherry Joyce Roberts
Maggie Sue Creamer Cathy Robertson
Arlene Dragseth Uta Rowe
Martha Frances Fortson Wanda Russo
Mary Alice Gaffos Anne Barbour Schwab
Betty Jo Gwaltney Jean Shackelford
Patricia Halstead Shirley Sonde;j
Susan Taylor Hansen Jean Szutenbach
Nancy Kay Fran Taylor
Janet Keene Misty Taylor
Anne Kenny Faye Timm
Pam Kloeppel Ellen Upton
Jean Knapp Mary Vaughan
Sharon Knowles Judy Walker
Dottie Lindley Lelia Graham Webb
Diane Lynch Laura Wheeler
Vivian May Patty Whitehurst
Martha McLean Cathy Whittington
Stephanie Moreland Michelle Wren
Jean Morris

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Doris Bain Marion Hillard
Cindy Bolling Jennie House
Gayle Channel Ann Carr How
Millie Clark Randy Fuller
Martha Dewing LeMarion Hightower



THE ELIZABETH RIVER GARDEN CLUB

Ann Johnson Betsey Stuart
Beverley Kirchmier Astor Taylor
Fleet Morgan Gail Tiesenga
DeLane Porter Sandy Yarbrough
Susan Robertson Orva Sponaugle
Sue Smith E Ann Stokes
HONORARY MEMBERS
Irma Ayers Jacquie Deans
Mary Lou Branan

2008 BOARD OF GOVERNORS’ MEETING
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Co-Chairs: Judy Perry, Trish Halstead
Treasurer: Fran Ossman
Printing: Jean Knapp, Sharon Knowles
Registration: Arlene Dragseth, Stephanie Moreland
Hotel Coordinators: Anne Kenny, Martha McLean
Gift Bags: Dottie Lindley, Ginger Petsos
Horticulture Exhibit: Linda Pinkham, Uta Rowe
Dutch Treat Dinner: Mary Vaughan, Fran Taylor
Banquet: Martha Frances Fortson
Flowers and Decorations: Misty Taylor, Cathy Robertson
Tours: Lelia Graham Webb, Susan Hansen, Faye Timm,
Barbara Byers, Pam Kloeppel, Linda Pinkham
Home Luncheons: Ellen Upton, Ann Barbour Schwab
Home Luncheon Facilitators:
Fortson Home: Shirley Sondej, Randy Fuller
Webb Home: Sandy Canada, Cathy Whittington
Kloeppel Home: Jean Morris, Maggie Sue Creamer
Knowles Home: Fran Ossman, Evelyn Carr
Timm Home: Diane Lynch, Nancy Kay
Transportation: Jean Shackelford
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ADDRESSES

CO-CHAIRMEN BOARD OF GOVERORS’ MEETING:
» Mrs. Stephen S. Perry, Jr. (Judy)
- 207 West Road, Portsmouth, VA 23707

rs. Leslie H. Halstead, Jr. (Trish) -
v/ 3724 Farnsworth Drive, Chesapeake, VA 23321

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ LUNCHEON:
Mrs. Byron P. Kloeppel (Pam)
501 Elizabeth Place, Portsmouth, VA 23704

LUNCHEON HOSTESSES:
Mrs. R. Malcolm Fortson, IIT (Martha Frances)
524 Craford Place, Portsmouth, VA 23704

Mrs. Byron P. Kloeppel (Pam)
501 Elizabeth Place, Portsmouth, VA 23704

Ms. Sharon W. Knowles
367 Washington Street, Portsmouth, VA 23704

Ms. Faye Bailey Timm
350 Middle Street, Portsmouth, VA 23704

Mrs. George Randolph Webb (Lelia Graham)
351 Middle Street, Portsmouth, VA 23704

BOX LUNCH HOSTS:
Ron and Verle Weiss, The Patriot Inn
201 North Street, Portsmouth, VA 23704

BOX LUNCHES:
The Nansemond River Garden Club
Mrs. Robert V. House (Pat)
519 West Riverview Drive, Suffolk, VA 23434
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. SPEAKERS AND TOUR LEADERS:
Robin Dunbar
Elizabeth River Project, 475 Water Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704

Randi Strutton
Hoffler Creek Wildlife Preserve
4510 Twin Pines Road, Portsmouth, VA 23703

Eric Price
605 Finchley Road, Portsmouth, VA 23702
Olde Towne Theatricals.com

Dean Burgess
413 Middle Street, Portsmouth, VA 23704

SPONSORS
Mr. P. Ward Robinett, Jr.
President/Portsmouth Area Towne Bank
200 High Street, Portsmouth, VA 23704

Mr. Leslie H. Halstead, Jr. and Mrs. Patricia B. Halstead
Inner Space Systems, Inc.
3535 Elmhurst Lane, Portsmouth, VA 23701
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF
THE ELIZABETH RIVER GARDEN CLUB

The Elizabeth River Garden Club was formally organized on
April 7, 1927. Approximately thirty women from downtown
Portsmouth formed the nucleus for the Club, the purpose of
which was to contribute to and aid in the beautification of the
city.

The creation of Portsmouth’s first downtown public park, Swim-

ming Point Park, was the Club’s first project, followed by a large

tree planting effort which consisted of 261 pin oaks being planted
along the city’s main arteries.

Two very early interests of the Club are being carried on

today. As early as 1938 the Club was fighting the erection of
unsightly billboards, and in 1948 a sundial was placed in the 1846
Court House lawn in memory of those who gave their lives in
World War II. 1952 saw the start of the Azalea Gardens in City
Park. This was a project of continuing interest until 1964 when
the area was incorporated into the city’s Friendship Garden.

In May of 1975, the Club became the forty-fifth member of The
Garden Club of Virginia and presented its first home tour as part
of Historic Garden Week.

The Garden Club of Virginia, in 1980, chose the 1846 Court
House grounds as one of its projects for restoration and

preservation, a selection based on the efforts of the Elizabeth
River Garden Club.

The Club has hosted the Garden Club of Virginia Daffodil Show
in 1982, the Regional Meeting for the Chesapeake Bay
Symposium in 1984, and the Annual Meeting of The Garden
Club of Virginia in 1993.
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In 1991, members produced and published a guidebook titled
Styles of Flower Arranging—A Primer. A second volume, Styles
of Flower Arranging—Contemporary Designs, was published in
2006.

In June 2002, at a luncheon and annual meeting held at the new
Renaissance Hotel in Olde Towne Portsmouth, the Club
celebrated its 75th anniversary. In honor of the occasion,
donations were made to the Elizabeth River Project, the Hoffler
Creek Wildlife Refuge, and the Portsmouth Museums Foundation
for landscaping of the Fresnel Lens Pavilion on the downtown
waterfront.

The ERGC Club Flower is the crape myrtle, and many beautiful
specimens are found in Portsmouth and nearby areas. The
drawing was done by Mary Brown Channel, a longtime member
of ERGC and the first woman licensed as an architect in the state
of Virginia. Mary died in 2006 at the age of 98.
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The Lightship PORTSMOUTH

Built in 1915, the Lightship PORTSMOUTH served for
48 years off the coasts of Virginia, Delaware and
Massachusetts, guiding mariners safely into harbors at
night. She was retired to Portsmouth in 1964 and
renamed for her new site according to lightship naming
customs. The PORTSMOUTH was designated a National
Historic Landmark in 1989 and now serves as a museum,
interpreting the lightship service and the life of the crew
who served aboard for months at a time.




	Scan 63
	Scan 64
	Scan 65
	Scan 66
	Scan 67
	Scan 68
	Scan 69
	Scan 70
	Scan 71
	Scan 72
	Scan 73
	Scan 74
	Scan 75
	Scan 76
	Scan 77
	Scan 78
	Scan 79
	Scan 80
	Scan 81
	Scan 82



