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Mrs. James D.C. Gouldin . . . 2 . 2 . 0 2 . . . The Hunting Creek Garden Clu
The Hampton Roads Garden C l u b . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - Mary Dame Broad
CarolynJones... 2 . 0 . . .eeeDebedeavonGarden Club
Mrs. George A. Julias . . . . . The Spotswood Garden Club
Mrs. H. Gordon Leggett,Jr...2 . 0 . . .000. Mrs. Charles C. Wentworth, II
Mrs. W . John Matheson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - TheJames River Garden Club
Mrs. W. Tayloe Murphy,Jr.. . . . .. Women of St. Stephen’s Church
Mrs. SaintJulian Oppenhimer . . Mrs. Charles C. Wentworth, II
Mrs. Lilburn T. Talley The Williamsburg Garden Club
Lynn Tyler... 2 . 0 . 0 0 . . . 0 0 . 0 0 0 0 . The Garden Club o f Warren County
Millicent West... 2 0 0 . 0 0 2 Mrs. Benjamin W. Mears, Jr.
Mr. Richard Guy Wilson . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Charlottesville Garden Club

Donor:
Mrs. Hugh S.Meredith

Common Wealth Fund
In Memory Of: Donor:
William Reed Il... 2 0 . . . . . 0 . . 0 . 0 . 0 2 0 0 . Mrs. Benjamin W . Mears, Jr.

In Hono r Of: Donor:
M r s , William Roberts,Jr... 2 . . . e e e Rivanna Garden Club
Mrs. M .Bruce Wa l l i n g e r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Garden Club o f Alexandria

Kent-Valentine House
In Memory Of: Donor:
Barbara Goode Johnston.............. Mr. & Mrs. Lewis B.Goode, Jr.

In HonorOf: Donor:
The Garden Study Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Martinsville Garden Club
Lori H u r t . . . e e e The Martinsville Garden Club
Mrs. Charles H .Schutte, Jr.. . . . . . . . . . . Dorothy H .Glaize
Sally Tuccori . e e e The Martinsville Garden Club

Donors:
Anne Cooke Gilliam

Mrs. H. Gordon Leggett,Jr.

Horticulture
In HonorOf: Donor:
Fleet Davis.... . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 4 The Garden Club o f the Middle Peninsula

ew to Garden Week this year
is the first tou r organized by
The Garden Club of the

Middle Peninsula, recently admitted
into membership in The Garden
Club of Virginia. Not only have club
volunteers produceda first-rate tour,
but they also organized it more than
a year and a half in advance, submit‑
ted their guidebook copy on dead‑
line, secured new guidebook ads,
and developed an excellent brochure
and marketing plan. The club's tour
in ‘x County on April 23 features
five magnificent historic 18th and
19th century homes and one historic
church. Congratulations, ladies!

Once again throughout the
Commonwealth, visitors will lift the
latch of the garden gate and view
more than 250 of Virginia’s ou t ‑
standing homes, gardens and his‑
toric landmarks during Garden

Week. The program’s 66th season is
scheduled for April 17-24, and t ou r
groups from California to Canada
are making plans to attend. Dozens
of major magazines and newspa‑
pers are publishing Garden Week
features, which will further enhance
attendance.

Among the famous and near‑
famous homeowners opening their
properties this year are popular
musician Bruce Hornsby, well‑
known Virginia artist Parks Duffey,
former U.S. Senator Paul Trible, and
State Senator Emily Couric, sister of
NBC TV's Katie Couric. The Hornsby
family’s spacious new colonial-style
home will be on the Williamsburg
t o u r April 20, along with handsome
old dwellings in the restored area
open in celebration of Colonial
Williamsburg’s 300th anniversary. Mr.
Duffey’s 200-year-old home, filled
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with antiques and original artwork,
will be featured on the same day in
Petersburg. Senator and Mrs. Trible
occupy the President's House at
Christopher Newport University, one
of several attractive houses and gar‑
dens open on the Newport News‑
Hampton tour April 21. Senator
Couric’s garden is among eight
delightful properties on
Charlottesville’s “Friendly Gardens”
tour April 17and 18.

PropertiesSpanThreeCenturies
Houses on tour span more than

three centuries, from the circa 1680
Adam Thoroughgood House in
Virginia Beach to Mr. and Mrs.
Murray H. Wright’s spectacular
Urban French residence in
Richmond, competed this past year
and open April 20. The notable
Lynchburg tour, also on April 20, is
typical of many, with its eclectic
mixture of homes dating from the
1880s through the 1990s, all fur‑

nished with fine antiques and art‑
work from diverse periods.

Architectural styles this year
range from charming log cottages to
sumptuous mansions. The Fairfax
club’s tour in the McLean area April
23 will present a sensational
Georgian Colonial home with a
baroque-style regal ballroom com ‑
plete with 20-foot ceilings, 3,000
square feet of marble and teakwood
floors, and a Waterford chandelier
with 15,000 prisms, thought to be
the largest such chandelier in a pri‑
vate residence. Among five contem‑
porary waterfront homes featured
on the Virginia Beach tour April 20
is one with a Martha Stewart‑
designed kitchen and scenic views
of Linkhorn Bay. Two of the prop‑
erties on Lexington’s April 24 event
are a Japanese-style house with
panoramic mountain vistas and a
frontier tavern modernized and
enlarged as a home over many
generations.

CONTRIBUTIONS
October 1 to December31, 1998

Campaign for The Kent-Valentine House
In Memory Of: Donor:
Mrs. Murray O. Lester......ccccsseceieseeseeeseeseenfeanMarie L. Edwards

In Honor Of Donor:
Mrs. Robert W. Cabaniss.
Mrs. Charles H. Schutte,Jr. .

Mrs. RichardJ. Cabaniss
Mrs. Rudolph Bumgardner, II

Donors:
Mr. & Mrs. Chiswell D. L. Perkins
Mr. S.W. Rawls,Jr.
Mrs. William L. Roberts,Jr.
Mrs. William Rotch
Mrs. C. Stribling Snodgrass, Jr.
Mrs. Wyatt W. Thompson
Mrs.James L.Trinkle
Mrs. Morton C.Wilhelm

Dr. & Mrs. Charles C. Freed,Jr.
Laura D. Geddy
Hillside Garden Club
Mrs. Donald R.Holsinger
Mrs. Gregory F. Hutchison
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Jamison
Mrs. Lawrence Lewis,Jr.
The Martinsville Garden Club
Mr. & Mrs. W. G. Maser

Kent-Valentine House Endowment
In Memory Of: Donor:
Mary Wise Parrott Bullington ................Mrs.J.Clifford Miller, Jr.
Mrs. Robert S.Gilliam, Jr... 2 . 2 . 0 0 . . .The Charlottesville Garden Club
Mrs. George H . Harnsberger . . . . . . . . . . . /The Spotswood Garden Club
Mrs.Arthur H. Holt . ..The Huntington Garden Club
Mrs. Dirk A.Kuyk 20.02.2220...0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .M r. &Mrs. Frank T.Ellett
Mary Terry Goodwin Kuyk ................. Jane Walker Kerewich
Ella Jesse Latham 2 0 . 0 . . .ee Mrs.J. Clifford Miller, Jr.
Elizabeth P. McRee .. 0 . . . ee ee Mr. & Mrs. Harrison Ruffin Tyler
William Tayloe Munford . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mr. &Mrs. Harrison RuffinTyler
Frederic S.Reed 2 . . . 2. ee e e eMr. & Mrs. Harrison RuffinTyler
William Reed .....................Mr. &Mrs. Harr ison RuffinTyler

In Hono rOf: Donor:
Mr. & Mrs. John P . Bradshaw,Jr. . . . . . 0 . 0 0 0 . .M r. & Mrs. Frank T . Ellett
Mrs. Robert Carter... 2 . . . . 0 . . 0 . . . . . .The Charlottesville Garden Club

Gabriella Garden Club
The Garden Club of Warren County

Mrs. William Maury Hill
The Lynchburg Garden Club

The Rappahannock Valley Garden Club
Mrs. Austin T. Darden,Jr. 2 2 . . . 0 . . .Mrs. LelandE.Beale, Jr.
Mrs. Frank T . Ellett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 4Mr. & Mrs.John P . BradshawJr.
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irst of all, let me say that theFettersgardener does n o t
have a beautiful garden with

each bed groomed to perfection. In
fact there are times when the beds
are hardly flower beds at all. But
that does no t mean that I, a pro‑
fessed soft-hearted gardener, do n o t
get great joy from my garden.

The joy begins early in the year,
the first day I go out to the green‑
house and see one tiny leaf of green
in the flats that I have seeded. That
is the day I go back in t w o hours
just to see if there are t w o little
leaves of green. Then as the plants
emerge and grow there is pleasure
in each new development,
from the catyledon on
to the true leaves.

Then there is
panic, Where is
there room for all
these plants? I could‑
n' t leave one behind
to wither and die
because it had no
home. The beds are
there but, “What is

that coming up in the corner?” And
here is another volunteer reseeded
from last year. It takes work to find
room for all the n ew babies.

The soft-hearted gardener also
faces another problem. I remember
that one little piece of weed or
clover that I left last fall. “It’s small;
it won't bother anything,” I told
myself. But it’s spring now, and the
weed is joyous to come up and
grow and grow.

I have discovered that I cannot
plant a single flowering species that
doesn’t have a weed that starts ou t
looking like it. I have never under‑
stood this but it is t r u e , You just look.

This year I promised myselfI
would follow my

husband's saying,
“If a plant is
where it’s no t sup‑
posed to be it’s a
weed!” Well, I
tried. But remem‑
ber, ’ ' ma soft‑
hearted gardener.

..continuedfrompreviouspage
ums, Queen Anne’s lace, lamb’s ear,
marigolds, reblooming iris, shasta
daisies and Russian sage. Walks
dividing the gardens into 6 triangles
are outlined by large timbers. Behind
the garden is a parking area for
admirers who wan t a closer look.

The name of the game is
“Community.” Pride and selfless
efforts by all who have contributed
their time and energy to this wonder‑
ful undertaking are the fire that keep
it going. Come to see it on your nex t
visit to the “Land of the Life Worth
Living” - Gloucester County.
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Many of the houses on tou r
were built by prominent Virginians
and were the settings of lavish
entertainments for dignitaries of the
day. One of the carefully renovated
historic houses on the Ashland
Garden club's tou r April 17, in
Western Hanover County, is an 18th
century Georgian-style plantation
home where Thomas Jefferson first
me t Patrick Henry at a Christmas
party and where the French General
Lafayette and his army encamped
during the Revolutionary War. The
antebellum mansion and extraordi‑
nary brick stable of two- te rm
Virginia Governor William “Extra
Billy” Smith will be featured on the
Warrenton tou r April 21 and 22,
along with showings of the
Warrenton Foxhounds.

Tourists CheckOut Internet
Like many industries, the tourism

business is becoming increasingly
“wired” for valuable customer infor‑

mation. This year, many of ou r
guests will receive their Garden
Week information via Internet web‑
sites and e-mail. Courtesy of the
RichmondTimes-Dispatch, a “mini‑
guidebook” in the form of the
paper's Sunday supplement
“Springtime in Virginia” wil l be
available on-line for tourists the
week before GardenWeek, helping
those who are no t able to obtain the
real guidebook. The newspaper's
Internet address is http:/www.gate‑
wayva.com/spring99/. During the
past year, our own web page
(www.VaGardenweek.org) has
received more than 23,000 “hits” or
accesses from throughout the nation
and elsewhere.

Planning is already under way
for Garden Week in the year 2000.
Dates for that year are April 22-30.
Candidates for the cover of the
guidebook are considered a year in
advance by the State Garden Week
Committee.
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Sugar Loaf Farm, open on Staunton’s April 24 tour and listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, is an early 19th century farm complex with rare
survivals of farm house, grist mill, miller’s house, spring house and barn.
William D.Rieley,The Garden Club of Virginia’s new landscape architect, will
give a presentation at 2 p.m. on various Garden Club of Virginia restoration
projects throughout the state.William T. Frazier, architectural historian, will
presenta slide lecture at 10:30 a.m. on the architectural highlights of Sugar
Loaf Farm.The farm is owned by Mr. and Mrs.Gray Ferguson.

Once again, heartfelt apprecia- Virginia has been widely imitated
tion and admiration are due to more _ over the years but never excelled.
than 3,200 Garden Club of Virginia Thank you, one and all, for your
members, 200-plus property owners, | wonderful work on behalf of this
and countless other supporters for most worthwhile program to benefit
making Garden Week possible for historic garden restoration projects
more than 40,000 expected guests across the Commonwealth.
this year. Historic GardenWeek in

Reminder
The n e w Kent-Valentine House phone number is
(804) 644-7778. You should use this number when
scheduling events and making arrangements for meetings
at the KV House. Mary Wick (Mrs. John H. Wick IID is the
Kent-Valentine House Chairman. Her home number is
(804) 358-7452.
The Historic GardenWeek phone number is (804) 644-7776.

‘THEGARDEN CLUB OFVIRGINIA

to the club to build a picnic table
with benches for the deck, a t w o ‑
person Adirondack style bench for
the grassy area, and two large
planter boxes in addition to the
refinishing of the six existing chairs.
His project was completed in late
June and the planter boxes were
filled by garden club members.
Materials for both Eagle Scout pro‑
jects were funded by the Garden
Club of Fairfax.

This is an ongoing project for ou r
garden club. We hope that it pro‑
vides a small measure of pleasure for
the senses for the staff and patients
that use this often stress-filled county

Woodburn Mental Health Facility
interior courtyard renovated.

facility. Weasgarden club members
are happy to be able to give back to
ou r community and to be able to do
it with a green thumb.

e’ve all heard of the North
Carolina Research Triangle
- the three colleges - but

how about the triangle in Gloucester
County at Flat Iron? This is a triangle
of horticulture, community pride,
and cooperative efforts. It is located
at the intersection of Routes 693,690
and 623, off Route 14, to Ware
Neck. A labor of love has trans‑
formed this area - an irregular trian‑
gle of roughly 120° x 80’ - from an
eyesore filled with poison ivy,
weeds and litter into a breathtaking‑
ly beautiful garden site during much
of the year.

Dorothy Parker a local resident,
initiated the project. In the late
1980's, when rumors began that
dumpsters were being placed there,
she explored the feelings of the
neighbors, and secured the permis‑
sion of the State to plant a garden in
this location.

A plan was developed by
George McLellan for the future gar‑
den to be seasonal. Paths one foot

deep were dug, unearthing old
asphalt and much trash. The paths
were lined with newspapers, then
covered with mulch. Sludge and
topsoil were tilled in, and plants put
into their designated places.
Volunteers from the community
“watered, fertilized, weeded,
mulched, waited and watched to see
what would happen!”

Over 8,000 bulbs were given by
Becky and Brent Heath, pine straw
for mulch was donated and a hose
was hooked up to a neighboring
house to deliver wa te r asneeded. So
many people have helped, in so
many ways, that a card file is kept on
all the volunteers. Annually, contribu‑
tions are sought from area residents.

Among the plants, both annuals
and perennials, are agapanthus, bar‑
berries, caryopteris, candytuft,
chrysanthemums, coreopsis, crape
myrtle “Hope,” crocus, cypress
“Krispi,” daffodils, daylilies, gerani‑

continued on nextpage...



‑
lorious tours, good weather,G i rof happy visitors,
and dedicated work by

Garden Club members culminated in
the mos t successful season in
GardenWeek’s 66-year history this
year. Total proceeds reached
$586,963, an increase of $72,849
over 1998 ticket sales.

Income for single, one-day tours
ranged from $1,884 to more than
$54,000. The Garden Club of the
Middle Peninsula’s blockbuster
$54,720 tour in Essex County, the
first Garden Day organized by this
new member club, has set a bench‑
mark as the most financially success‑
ful t ou r on record.

GardenWeek also set anew
record in cyberspace this year.
During the 12months leading up to
our 1999 tours, the Garden Week
Internet web site received approxi‑
mately 103,000 “hits” or accesses‑
more than the total number of guide‑
books printed. E-mail inquiries via
the Internet came from as far away
asEngland, Ontario, California and
Colorado. Guidebooks were printed
a month earlier this year, resulting in
additional weeks of publicity.

Local tour expenses varied from
zero to more than 25 percent of tick‑
et income. Typical expenses includ‑
ed payment for shuttles, off-duty
police officers, flowers, and printing.
The three Richmond tours incurred a
combined bill of $5,390 for an
“admissions” tax imposed by the City
of Richmond. Other expenses includ‑
ed $17,064 in income returned to the
Historic Richmond Foundation for
their co-sponsorship of Richmond's

Wednesday tour and proceeds
returned to certain James River plan‑
tations for their GardenWeek partici‑
pation. Total expenses reported by
all 1999 tours were $101,322.

At the state level, GardenWeek
headquarters expenses were favor‑
ably affected this year by substantial
reductions in printing costs for the
guidebook, state brochures, and
posters, due to competitive bids
from vendors. Additional advertising
revenues also helped offset guide‑
book printing costs. Other key items
in the headquarters budget include
postage and shipping, office sup‑
plies, rent, equipment purchases and
maintenance, salaries, telephones,
fax and e-mail. The headquarters
operating budget for the 1999-2000
fiscal year is $227,114.

Tours for the year 2000 are
already in place and are looking
wonderful. We began receiving
inquiries a year and a half ago from
groups and individuals about ou r
exciting “next millennium” events.
Among those calling our office were
the editors of SouthernLivingmaga‑
zine, who traveled to Virginia this
April to interview and photograph for
an extensive article next spring about
America’s oldest and largest statewide
house and garden tour program. In
addition, HouseBeautifulmagazine is
scheduling for its October 1999 issue
an article on gardens restored with
Historic GardenWeek proceeds.
Future tour dates are April 22-30,
2000 and April 21-28, 2001. Thank
you, one and all, for your important
role in making Historic GardenWeek
in Virginia such a great success.

Mr. & Mrs. R.Malcolm Fortson I I I
.The Ashland Garden Club
ve The Garden Study Club

Hampton Roads Garden Club
Mrs. G. Guy Via, Jr.

sesuseeeeeee-Mrs. Charles H. Schutte, Jr.
...The Ashland Garden Club

Nansemond River Garden Club
s e v e a e e e e s e e r a n e n e e eSusan K . French

Mr. & Mrs. Harrison Ruffin Tyler
Mrs. Timothy L. Bryan
Virginia H. McCormick

Mr. & Mrs. Harrison Ruffin Tyler
...Katherine Holt Farmer

Mrs. W. Tayloe Murphy,Jr.
The Garden Club of the Northern Neck

Catlin Tyler . . . . . c c c c c c e s e c c e t e e e e s e t e s s e n e r e e e s e s n e n e n e e sMr. & Mrs. Harrison Ruffin Tyler

Muriel Johnson Bray
Mrs. Hill Carter, Sr.
Mrs.John W. Clark
Mrs. EdwardW. Coc! in.

Walter G. Dunnington, J r . . .
Mrs. Howard Gentry.... ”
The Honorable Mills E. Godwin.
Mary D. Harrison
Mrs. Grace Jamieson
EllaJesse Latham
Dorothy McCall...
T. Justin Moore, Jr. ..........
Katherine McLennan Smith

Donors:
Ambassador Travel and Tours, Inc.

Barbara L’O Catlett

Campaign For The Kent-Valentine House
Donor:

Mr. & Mrs. H.K. Benham IIT

Restoration Committee

In Memory of: Donor:
Mrs. Paul Mitchell K e n a d y . . . . . . . . . . . 0 . . 000005Sandra Bavin Lattner

Common Wealth Fund
In Memory of: Donor:
Mrs. Richard H e n n e m a n . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 . 0 0 0 0 0 5 Rivanna Garden Club
Dr. William W. Old TT... 0 . 0 . . .eeeeeMrs. James C,Godwin

Kent-Valentine House

In Honor of: Donor:
Mrs.J. Mart in Scott, Jr...2 . 2 . 0 2 . The Martinsville Garden Club

Donor:
Junior Virginia Beach Garden Club
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